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Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement Every Year! 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED (ubisnea uontny) 


The acknowledged leader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling Illustrated is packed with exciting 
stories and action photos. Each issue contains 15 pages of color and brings you all the latest news 
of the wrestling world. The annual ‘Year-End Awards Issue” provides a unique and incisive view of 
the past 12 months, plus a chance for you to voice your opinions on the year's top wrestlers and 
achievements in our special fan poll. 

Special Features In PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR foldout, plus 

career biography, of one of wrestling’s biggest stars... Each 

issue's ‘Press Conference” brings you a probing interview with 

one of wrestling’s top names . . . ‘Scouting Report” provides a no- 

holds-barred analysis of six top stars’ strengths and weaknesses 

. +. Wrestling Enquirer” brings you the up-to-the-minute news as 

of presstime . . . “Arena Report” brings you hundreds of match 

results from around the wrestling world . . . Award-winning 

columns from wrestling’s most respected staff of independent 

journalists... Comprehensive ratings, plus a special page of 

“Ratings Analysis” . . , All this and more—every month! 


INSIDE WRESTLING euishea sonny to 


“The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling” works hard and digs deep to uncover the behind- 
the-scenes stories you want to read. Each month, /nside Wrestling brings you exclusive coverage of 
the most volatile topics and issues in professional wrestling today. 

Special Features In Inside Wrestling: The famous “‘Hotseat” interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wrestling's top stars . . . “One on One,” in which two archrivals meet to voice their 
hatred . . . Exclusive Top 15 ratings in seven important categories . . . “Roll Call Of Champions” — 
the most comprehensive championship directory available anywhere . . . Award-winning columns 
from the best wrestling writers in the world . . . “Where Are They Now?” updates the whereabouts 
of four top wrestlers . . . ‘Capsule Profile” provides a mini-biography plus full-page pinup of a major 
mat star. . . All this and more—every month! 
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THE WRESTLER (Published Monthly) 


The magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 
up-to-date. The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly issue than any 
other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of 
magazines. 

Special Features In The Wrestler: The latest from columnists Dave Rosenbaum and Bob Smith 
... "Correspondents Reports’ on major matches coast to coast. . . “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down,” 
which tells you who in wrestling deserves praise and who deserves abuse . . . Each issue also 
contains an exclusive ‘'Q & A” interview with one of your favorite wrestlers . . . A special 
“Introducing” feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star every issue . . . “You Asked Us” allows 
your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR questions . . . Plus, on a rotating bimonthly basis, 
“Beyond The Squared Circle,” offering exclusive candid photos of your favorite stars, and ‘Matt 
Brock’s Looking Back,” bringing back Matt's memories of a match from yesteryear . . . All this and 
more—every month! 
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BACKING THE UNDERTAKER 
Ahhh, The Undertaker! What a 
man, what a mystery! I love this guy, 
and I think that he’s the best thing to 
happen to wrestling in years. Paul 
Bearer is cool, too, and he really 
knows how to manage Undertaker. 
The two are so alike that they must 
have been destined to find each other! 
Personally, I don’t think Undertaker 
will ever actually kill someone, but by 
locking The Ultimate Warrior in a cas- 
ket and doing other frightening things, 
he’s gained a psychological advantage 
over his opponents. Keep up the good 
work, Undertaker! 
EDWARD ORTON 
Manchester, MA 


WAS FUNK JUNKED? 

Congratulations on Bob Smith’s ar- 
ticle about the Terry Funk/Jerry 
Lawler situation in your July ’91 issue 
(“Uncovered! The USWA’s Plot To 
Eliminate Terry Funk!’’). As long as 
I’ve been watching wrestling, Lawler 
has gotten away with a few things, 
probably because he has friends in 
high places. 

Anyone who follows the sport 
knows that at this point in their respec- 
tive careers, Funk is a far better wres- 
tler than Lawler. Even the pictures in 
your magazine showed how bloody 
and beaten Lawler was. There’s no 
way he could have overcome Funk if 
he didn’t have help! 


The Undertaker prepares to bury another opponent with his tombstone piledriver. Edward 
Orton is one fan who supports Undertaker’s grisly tactics. 
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Terry Funk throttles Jerry Lawler with a 
television cable. Is Funk whining because of 
a recent loss to Lawler? Readers are split in 
their opinions. 


Smith did his job in uncovering a 
terrible truth. I only hope someone can 
do something to make things right. 

GLENN SHERMAN 
San Antonio, TX 


Yeah, right, the whole USWA is out 
to get Terry Funk and that’s why he 
lost his title to Jerry Lawler. If you 
believe that, you might as well know 
that I’m the Prince of Bolivia. 

Why can’t Funk take his loss like a 
man? Losing to “The King’ is nothing 
to be ashamed of. In his 21st year as a 
pro, Lawler is still a fine wrestler. If 
Funk really thinks he got screwed over, 
he should just be quiet and start cam- 


paigning for a rematch. What’s the 
point of bringing it to the courts? 
That’s not what wrestling is all about. 
If you ask me, Terry’s a big crybaby 
who is looking to get his title back 
without having to earn it. Sorry, Terry, 
some things you have to work for. 
MORGAN LATRENDER 
Houston 


STEINER SENTIMENTS 

It was a pleasure to read Bob 
Smith’s interview with Rick and Scott 
Steiner (“‘Hotseat,” July 1991). Many 
champions, in any sport, have a hard 
time maintaining a solid focus and out- 
look. The Steiners, though, sure seem 
to have their heads screwed on 
straight. 


Se ys 
Rick and Scott Steiner have the right atti- 
tude for success, writes Marlin Alderman. 


The two brothers have a perfect 
blend of confidence and humility. 
They know that they’re a great team, 
but they don’t underestimate the talent 
of their opposition. That’s the type of 
attitude that keeps a champion on top. 
And the Steiners are going to be cham- 
pions for a long time! 

MARLIN ALDERMAN 
Winnemucca, NV 


SLAMMING THE SARGE 
Reading Dave Rosenbaum’s article 
about Hulk Hogan in your July ’91 
issue (“Burning Mad! Beating Slaugh- 
ter For The Title Was Not Enough’) 
got me mad at Sgt. Slaughter all over 
again! How’ can he do the things he 
does? Doesn’t he have any respect for 
America, the country he once loved? 
I think it’s time Slaughter takes a 
good look in the mirror and decides 
what he’s going to do with his life. If 
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Now that Slaughter has taken his 
own terrible deeds even further by 
throwing fire in Hogan’s face, he de- 
serves to be punished in a big way. I 
hope Hogan gets more shots at 
Slaughter real soon. In fact, I hope he 
knocks Slaughter out of wrestling 
forever! 

JOHN FAULHABER 
Atlantic Beach, NY 


WHO’S THE REAL SNAKE? 
Earthquake has reached the lowest 
depths of humanity. What Earthquake 
did to Jake Roberts’ pet boa constric- 
tor, Damian, shows the kind of low- 
level being he is. The cowardice he 
showed by taking his anger out on 
Damian while Roberts was tied up in 
the ropes is absolutely reprehensible. 
Roberts will get his revenge on 
Earthquake, and he will take it further 
than Hulk Hogan ever did. 1, for one, 


: 
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Hulk Hogan warns Sgt. Slaughter about the thrashing he is about to receive. Slaughter is 
vilified by readers Vernon Hetzmire and John Faulhaber. 


he doesn’t get out of wrestling soon, 

somebody’s really going to hurt him. 
And it will serve him right! 

VERNON HETZMIRE 

Springfield, MA 


If I were Hulk Hogan, I wouldn’t 
be satisfied with pinning Sgt. Slaugh- 
ter, either. Hulk knew all along he 
could pin that slime. Slaughter was 
lucky to win the title in the first place. 


will not rest until Earthquake gets the 
punishment he deserves. 

JOHN HARDIN 

Springfield, VA 


ONE ON ONE FUN 
I loved the telephone conversation 
between Ric Flair and Barry Windham 
in your July 91 issue (‘One On 
One’’), but I have to say that, unlike 
(Continued on page 52) 
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SAKS’ 
NC B : OK By Stu Saks 


As wrestling journalists, we often tend to overemphasize what is wrong 
with the sport. I'm as guilty of that as anyone. Once in a while, though 
it's refreshing to ease up a little and remind oneself that wrestling is 
still the greatest sport in the world. Here are some of the reasons why: 

--There are no timeouts. A basketball player makes a steal and jams on 
a breakaway, bringing the hometown crowd alive. All the opposing coach 
has to do to break the momentum is call time. In wrestling, you can get 
out of the ring for a 10-count, but if you don't get back in time, you 
lose, and on top of that, there really isn't anything from stopping your 
Opponent from going out after you. 

--The sport always changes. The DH rule was a major baseball 
innovation, but that rule change occurred nearly 20 years ago and nothing 
has changed in the sport since. You get minor rule changes in other 
sports (the three-point play in basketball, the five-yard chucking limit 
in football), but wrestling gives us Survivor Series and Triple Dome o 
Terror matches and Ringmaster Rumble battle royals. 

--There is no such thing as a minor league. There are organizations 
that are smaller than others, there are organizations that don't get the 
TV coverage and play to smaller live crowds. But the talent rosters of 
the small groups, while not as deep, are every bit as good as the talent 
rosters of the main groups. The champion of the IWCCW could wrestle for 
the Intercontinental belt, but they wouldn't dare allow the champion of 
the World League of Professional Football to play the Giants. 

--Most of all, it allows two men (or women) to test each other's 
fighting skills, fighting wills, courage, stamina, and determination 


without anyone telling them that it is wrong to do so, Wha ould be 


better? 
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OR MORE THAN two decades, 

manager Bobby “The Brain” 
Heenan has patrolled ringside, justly 
earning his status as one of the most 
hated managers in the sport's history. 
It appears now that the man fans have 
dubbed the ‘‘Weasel’’ has retired from 
managing for good! 

This shocking revelation came about 
during a WWF television taping on May 
28 at the Convention Center in Tuc- 
son, Arizona. During a ‘‘Funeral Par- 
lor’ segment with Paul Bearer, 
Heenan announced that he was assign- 
ing the contract of Intercontinental 
champion Curt Hennig to WWF new- 
comer John Tolos, who now insists 
on being known as The Coach. 


BOBBY HEENAN 


Heenan claims he’s getting out of 
managing because he wants to devote 
more time to his broadcasting duties, 
but many WWF insiders insist there's 
another reason why Heenan is leaving 
ringside. 

“Bobby's been getting pounded 
pretty badly lately,” said a WWF 
source. ‘‘In the last four months alone, 
he was brutalized by both Big 
Bossman and Kerry Von Erich. 
Bobby's getting older now, and he just 
can't absorb the pain anymore. Being 


the coward he is, he decided it’s safer 
calling wrestlers names from the broad- 
cast booth than it is from ringside. But 
the news isn’t as good as it might 
seem, because Tolos is every bit as evil 
as Heenan is.”’ 

Hennig isn’t the only wrestler whom 
The Coach has in his stable. Former 
AWA World tag team champions Mike 
Enos and Wayne Bloom ate also 
being managed by Tolos in the WWF. 
Cactus Jack, a Tolos protege in the 


JOHN TOLOS 


UWF, claims that Hennig, Enos, and 
Bloom couldn’t have made a better 
choice. 

“Tolos has one of the most brilliant 
minds I’ve never known’’ said the wild 
Jack, who has never been accused of 
having much gray matter. ‘He made 
me and Bob Orton a great tag team, 
and I’m sure he can do the same thing 
for Enos and Bloom. And there’s no 
way Hennig’s gonna lose his belt 
now—not with the ‘Maniac’ watching 
his back!"” 

Another wrestler with concerns over 
his title is WCW World champion Rie 
Flair. After defeating Tatsumi 
Fujinami at Super Braw! '91 on May 


19 in St. Petersburg, Florida, U.S. 
champion Lex Luger announced that 
he was demanding title matches 
against Flair. 

“I've waited long enough,’ said 
Luger, who has received few World title 
opportunities during the past year. ‘| 
waited my turn when Sting wanted his 
shots, and | was happy for him when 
he won the belt. | waited while 
Fujinami got his chances, and | stood 
by silently as El Gigante and even 
Bobby Eaton were granted matches. 
Well, it's my time now. I've beaten 
Stan Hansen, Dan Spivey, Nikita 
Koloff, and everybody WCW has put 
in front of me. Who else do | have to 
beat to prove I’m world championship 
material?” 

Flair, however, continues to insist 
that Luger isn’t deserving of title 
matches. 

“That guy had dozens of shots at 
me in 1989 and 1990, and he came 


RIC FLAIR 
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up short every time,” said Flair arro- 
gantly. “Personally, | think he’s crazy 
to even think he can beat me. In fact, 
| don't even consider Luger a threat 
anymore. I’m more worried about Ea- 
ton, who's just a little bit hungrier than 
Luger seems to be.”’ 

Flair seemed confident he wouldn't 
have to face Luger again, but WCW 
Officials were on the verge of sanction- 
ing a bout between ‘‘Nature Boy’’ and 
the ‘Total Package’’ during The Great 
American Bash tour. The Flair-Luger 
war was the 1990 Pro Wrestling Illus- 
trated ‘‘Feud of the Year,’’ and |’m 
sure the simmering hatred between 
these superstars will make their re- 
matches even more exciting! 

| can't believe the shocking changes 
in many top stars. Sid Vicious has 


SID VICIOUS 


entered the WWF, but now he wants to 
be called Sid Justice—and he’s be- 
come a fan favorite! The 6’8"’ giant 
tan The Mountie and Earthquake 
from the ring during two consecutive 
cards in May. And as I've speculated 
for months now, Tugboat has turned 
bad. He’s changed his name to Ty- 
phoon, and he’s teaming with Earth- 
quake. Also, look for Tito Santana’s 
return to the WWF as The Matador 


in the coming weeks. 

Congratulations to WCW commenta- 
tor Jim Ross for his great new radio 
show. Wrestling With Jim Ross can be 
heard on WSB-AM radio in Atlanta ev- 
ery Sunday at 9 p.m. This station has 
a lot of carry, so try tuning it in, which- 
ever part of the country you're in... 
The USWA Texas title, last held by 
Eric Embry, was held up following 
his match against Bill Dundee on 


BILL DUNDEE 


May 24 in Dallas. The flamboyant rule- 
breaker wants a rematch in a steel 
cage, and Dundee seems willing to 
oblige ... Sadistic ICW champion 
Tony Ailas has been downright fright- 
ening lately. He claims he’s going to 
end Vic Steamboat's career . . . Pa- 
cific Northwest tag team champions 
The Bruise Brothers have issued 
challenges to all the other tag team 
champs in the sport. ‘If you think 
you’re the best, come to Portland and 
beat us,’ said Ron Harris, who 
teams with his brother, Don. 


The August 3 Tri-State Wrestling Al- 
liance card in Philadelphia will feature 
one of my favorite types of matches: 
An oldtimers’ battle royal, featuring 
Bulldog Brower, Dominic 
DeNucci, Killer Kowalski, and 
many other legends. Speaking of Tri- 
State, the ‘Ringmaster Rumble’’ bat- 
tle royal, won by Pit Bull Spike on 
May 18, was the wildest match I've 
ever seen. Think of it: A battle royal in 
which deadly “foreign objects were 
placed in the ring before the opening 
bell to be legally used as weapons. 
Included among the items were a 
hockey stick, an aluminum baseball 
bat, and a rolling pin! | applaud Tri- 
State President Joel Goodhart for 
his ingenuity, but this is a little too 
brutal for my taste! 

Charlie Norris regained the PWA 
title from The Golden Idol on May 
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CHARLIE NORRIS 


11 in Fridley, Minnesota . . . Muscular 
youngsters Chris Walker and Fabian 
downed The Pretty Young Things 
to win the Georgia All-Star tag belts on 
May 20 in Columbus. 

That's all for now. See you at the 
matches! oO 


EFORE I GET too deep into this 

column, I want to go on record as 
stating that I prefer a hard-fought wres- 
tling match far more than a display of 
two musclemen trying to outshove, 
outkick, and outpunch each other. 

Not that the heavily muscled folk 
don’t have their place in this sport (and 
let’s face it: they’re photogenic as all get 
out), but I’ll take skill without muscles 
over muscles without skill any day of 
the week and twice on Sundays. 

That established, I’m going to go 
ahead and say something that may seem 
odd in light of such comments: 

I’m very surprised that The Berzerker hasn’t made a 
bigger splash in the WWF. 

At 66” and 316 beefy pounds, Berzerker is a formida- 
ble presence in any ring, even one in which The Ultimate 
Warrior (two inches shorter and 36 pounds lighter) or 
Hulk Hogan (two inches taller, but 24 pounds lighter) is 
present. 
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Berzerker demonstrates his formidable leg . . . 


And in a federation like the WWF, which places a 
premium on muscles without skill, Berzerker seems like a 
man dressed for success. 

Oddly, though, he’s been on a fast track to nowhere. 

“T think the reason for that,” said one WWF insider, 
“is because Berzerker, and I don’t mean to be flip about 
this, has nowhere to go! No other wrestlers want to form 
any alliances with him, because he has such an unpredict- 
able demeanor. He doesn’t seem to want to go after any 
titles, so he flounders around in preliminary matches. He 
just seems happy to go out there, maul whatever low-level 
competition he’s put up against, and go home.” 

There’s one other factor that the insider left out: Mr. 
Fuji. 

You’ve probably noticed that Fuji is the proverbial kiss 
of death for a promising wrestler or team. He took 
Demolition and drove them into the ground. He latched 
on to The Orient Express and turned them from the 
brightest WWE prospects of the past few years to just 
another run-of-the-mill duo. And he’s taken Berzerker, a 
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CRAIG PETERS 


man with a lot of potential (a lot of 
WVWF potential, that is), and done ab- 
solutely nothing with him. 

Imagine Berzerker in the hands of 
someone like, say, Jimmy Hart. The 
“Mouth Of The South” would instill in 
the man a genuine killer instinct, a lust 
for destruction, then maneuver him in 
line for shots at any title he desired. 

“That’s really the job of a manager,” 

said legendary manager Capt. Lou Al- 
bano, ‘“‘to take raw talent, refine it, re- 
shape it, and make the best of it. In my 
day, if you remember, I did that by get- 
ting into the heads of the men I managed and imagining 
myself as them. Then I asked myself: What do I want 
and how do [ go about getting it? Then I’d go out and 
get it for them.” 

“Getting into the heads’ indeed! When Albano man- 
aged The Moondogs, he accompanied them to the ring 
dressed as a Moondog. When he managed Mr. Fuji and 
Mr. Saito, Albano’s portly body was emblazoned with 
emblems of the rising sun. But the Captain’s point is well 
taken: If a manager wants to have success with his men, 
he ought to empathize with those men. He ought to get to 
know them as thoroughly as possible and make their 
concerns his concerns. 


. . . and upper-body power against a WWF prelim foe. 


Fuji, for all his snarling and sneering, doesn’t seem to 
care very much about the men he manages. 

And that means a man like Berzerker, tailor-made for 
the upper ranks of the WWF, is left to languish in the 
preliminaries. 

Frankly, I couldn’t care less. I don’t enjoy watching 
Berzerker wrestle. I don’t like his style, I don’t like his 
attitude, and I don’t like Fuji. But it nevertheless amazes 
me: Fuji could go so far with this man, but he refuses to 
take even the most rudimentary steps toward success. For 
the life of me, I can’t understand why. 

More than that, I can’t understand why a guy like 
Berzerker would put up with it. 
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OR EVERY ACTION, there’s 

an equal and opposite reac- 
tion. That’s physics, and most of 
you don’t want to hear about 
physics, especially now _ that 
school is out. 

Besides, the rule is wrong. For 
every action, there's a gut reac- 
tion and then, if you take the time 
to investigate, an informed reac- 
tion. Finally, gut and fact combine 
to form a final opinion. 

Which is where this column 
comes in. It’s a look at a series of 
reactions | had to recent events in 
wrestling. 

Notice, by the way, that the gut 
reaction and the final opinion are 
often very similar. After all, we 
can’t let the facts stand in the 
way of how we really feel! 

NEWS ITEM: The 1992 Royal 
Rumble will be held at Knicker- 
bocker Arena in Albany, New 
York. 

GUT REACTION: Why not the 
Bronx? 

INFORMED REACTION: The 
largest crowd for a sporting event 
at the year-old Knickerbocker Are- 
na was for a wrestling card featur- 
ing Hulk Hogan in the main 
event. The crowd of over 16,000 
eclipsed the crowd for an NBA 
exhibition game and countless 
rounds of bad Division | college 
basketball. 

Albany, which has yet to find its 
niche in the sports world, might 
be, above all else, a wrestling 
town. Also, the WWF should be 
credited for spreading the wealth: 
Why should New York and Los 
Angeles get all the great cards? 
The Royal Rumble is one of the 
WWF's most exciting events, and 
I'm sure the people of Albany will 
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By Eddie Eliner 


[The opinions expressed in 
“The Insider’’ are those of Ed- 
die Ellner alone, and do not 
necessarily represent the opin- 
ions of anyone else on the staff 
of this magazine.] 


HE BRIGHTER OF you read- 

ers might have noticed that 
since he pulverized his first oppo- 
nent in WCW two years ago, Sid 
Vicious has appeared more and 
more often in these pages. | like 
Sid, though | must admit it isn’t 
only his ferocious wrestling style, 
or his coming of age as the 
world’s most intimidating grappler, 
that | admire. 

The truth is that his name in- 
vokes memories of my own com- 
ing of age. 

Though | never saw The Sex 
Pistols, or their lead vocalist, Sid 
Vicious, in concert, their short ten- 
ure in the late-1970s as society- 
bashing punk rock rulebreakers 
left a lasting impression on me 
and thousands of other teens 
looking to establish our identities. 

Pistols music went beyond the 
revolutionary echoes of garden 
variety rock ’n’ roll. Their impulses 
were mined from a deep well of 
anarchism. Their tactics were to 
disgust and provoke, not simply 
anger. They spit at their audience, 
vomited on stage, and left perfor- 


mances in mid-song. Their music ” 


barely achieved melody, yet still 
managed to resonate passion and 
fury. They formed a coalition of 
dysfunctionals (and wannabe 
dysfunctionals) who started the 
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punk rock movement here in 
America, which thrives in various 
incarnations to this day. 

(The handful of you rock ’n’ roll 
genealogists out there will protest 
the chronology. To you | say: 
Shut the ’ell up; remember this is 
a wrestling magazine and the 
quicker | make my point and re- 
turn to the subject matter, the bet- 
ter for us all.) 

Sid Vicious, the singer, had a 
terrifying contempt for all institu- 
tions, including his own life, which 
he destroyed quickly with drugs 
and alcohol. It is obvious that Sid 
Vicious, the wrestler, keeps him- 
self in shape, but he brings the 
same brand of irreverence and 
imagination to the crunching of 


IDER 
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According to Eddie Ellner, Sid Vicious the wrestler has a great deal in common with Sid 
Vicious, the late lead singer of the now-defunct punk-rock band, The Sex Pistols. 


bones as his namesake did to the 
shouting of lyrics. The sadistic wit 
they share is rarely witnessed to- 
day in either profession. 

While I’m a reluctant supporter 
of the singer Vicious (I don’t 
agree it’s better to burn out than 
to fade away), of the wrestler Vi- 
cious | am wild. Or was—because 
the effort he gave at Super Brawl 
against El Gigante was more rem- 
iniscent of the singer who failed to 
live up to his potential than of the 
wrestler with the potential as vast 
as the Outback. 

Sid Vicious, wrestler, is the type 
of grappler who makes life insur- 
ance companies nervous. A 
strong man with a dark intellect 

(Continued on page 58) 
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T’S RAINING MEN, and for the 

first time in my career | want an 
umbrella. As recently as two or 
three years ago, | would have ob- 
sessed over the hunk quotient on 
display at Super Brawl’s WCW 
World tag team title match. Lex 
Luger. Sting. Steiner & Steiner. 
Drool City, right? 

Although a good body matters 
as much now as it ever did, four 
perfect physiques does not a 
great match make. As it tran- 
spired, the Four God Bods put on 
a wrestling clinic that mat analysts 
will be talking about into the next 
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Scotty the Body has the type of physique that makes most women swoon, but Liz Hunter 
reports that she’s moved beyond such reactions to the men about which she writes. 


century. Which is all that matters. 

Yet, from the seat next to me, a 
fellow journalist, a man who | con- 
sider a friend and who claims to 
respect my work, leaned over and 
said, “Hope all this beefcake 
doesn’t raise your cholesterol, 
Lizzie.” 

Very funny, Ellner. 

The nonsense continued follow- 
ing a recent editorial meeting dur- 
ing which | commented on how 
ridiculous the feud in the Georgia 
All-Star area between Scotty the 
Body and fan favorite Fabian was, 
since the two were spilling blood 


over who had a better body, not 
over who was a more talented 
wrestler. It turns out | was mis- 
quoted by my own publication! 

“Every time Scotty and Fabian 
get in the ring together, | swoon,” 
PWI Weekly reported me saying. | 
meant it sarcastically, and that 
was evident to everyone on hand 
at the meeting. But printed out of 
context, it conveys (and confirms) 
to readers the image of flighty Liz 
Hunter, man-hunting journalist. 

It's not like that anymore. De- 
voted readers know it hasn't been 
like that for many years. We grow 
older, more seasoned, and we 
mature. Even “Total Package” 
Lex Luger betrayed an adult 
streak when | spoke to him after 
Super Brawl and expressed my 
concerns. 

“1 don’t know if you remember, 
Liz,” he said, “the time | insisted 
you go out with me if you wanted 
an interview.” 

Remember? Luger’s rookie de- 
mand almost forced me to turn in 
my typewriter! The most shameful 
memory, though, is how much | 
really wanted to go out on that 
date. In the end we were both 
glad that | didn’t. But let him 
continue. 

“You're not going to believe 
this,” he said, ‘but | think of that 
once in a while. | was really tough 
on you and | didn’t even realize it. 
When you’re as young as | was 
back then, you think you can 
command the world. The thing a 
lot of people don’t understand 

(Continued on page 60) 


If you can answer the 
following questions, you 
could be the next 
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In which sport did Ken Patera win an Olympic 
medal? 

1) Weightlifting 3) Gymnastics 

2) Wrestling 4) Boxing, 


Who was Hulk Hogan’s first WWF manager? 
1) Fred Blassie 3) Jimmy Hart 
2) Arnold Skaaland 4) Elizabeth 


Which man was never a member of Paul 
Ellering’s Legion of Doom? 

1) Jake Roberts 3) King Kong Bundy 
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PLUS: WEEKLY WINNERS receive a one-year 
subscription to Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
Weekly. The cover price value is over $100. 


For which NFL team did Brian Pillman 
compete? 

1) Kansas City Chiefs 3) Cincinnati Bengals 
2) Los Angeles Rams 4) Atlanta Falcons 


Gorilla Monsoon was originally billed as being 


from: 
1) Manchuria 3) New Jersey 
2) Croatia 4) Montreal 
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WHERE 


ARE 
THEY NOW? 


BUGSY McGRAW 
The wacky grappler 
who brought “sick 
power’ to the WWF in 
the early-"70s—and 
reformed in the ’80s— 
wants his fans to know 
that he has officially 
retired from the mat 
sport, Today, the long- 
time Florida favorite is 
working as a medical 
aide in his adopted hometown of Tampa. “In 
the old days, | tried to hurt people,” said 
Bugsy with remorse. “Now | try to help them 
as much as | can. | like it much better this 
way.” 


as popular as “Pistol” 
Pete as he soared 
over East Coast rings 
in the 60s and ’70s. 
| Today, Sanchez re- 
sides with his family in 
Brooklyn, New York. 
His current vocation is 
serving as a circula- 
tion and distribution 
agent for the New York Times, one of Ameri- 
ca’s top daily newspapers. “I’m proud of my 
wrestling career, because | never became a 
rulebreaker,” said Sanchez, who remains in 
fighting trim. 


Do you have a favorite wrestler who 
has left your area? Are you wondering 
where he is today? Then this special 
column is just for you. Each month we 
will update the whereabouts of four 
current or former wrestlers 


AX 
When Mr. Fuji again 
took over the manage- 
rial reigns of three- 
time former WWF 
World tag team cham- 
pions Demolition in 
1990, Ax left the feder- 
ation. “We had more 
success without Fuji, 
so | bolted,” claimed 
the war-painted maul- 
er. Today, | known as Axis the Demolisher, he 
instructs youngsters at the Georgia Academy 
of Demolition and Mayhem, a new wrestling 
school. ‘‘l teach kids to get tough—and stay 
tough,” said the veteran brawler. 


MITCH SNOW 
This popular scientific 
star made a national 
splash in the AWA 
from 1986 to 1988, 
then impressed fans 
in the ACW and other 
independent federa- 
tions. “Jammin’ ” 
Mitch has now found 
stardom, but in anoth- 
er arena, Snow 
hosts a popular weekly radio program on 
WGH in Newport News, Virginia. “I miss 
wrestling, but | love this life almost as much,” 
said the personable youngster. “‘If you're 
ever in Virginia, give me a listen!” 


IKITA KOLOFF IS wrestling’s 

fearsome ‘Russian Nightmare’ 
(‘You do not want to get in my way’) 
... Was supposed to compete in the 
1984 Olympics, but was denied the 
opportunity when the Soviet Union 
boycotted the Games ... The nephew 
of Ivan Koloff, Nikita was brought to 
America by Don Kernodle, who at the 
time was friendly with Ivan ... Won 
his first pro match in 15 seconds (“7 
established my reputation very quick- 
ly ... The Koloffs eventually turned 
against Kernodle and formed an alli- 
ance with Krusher Khrushchev (“Ker- 
nodle is an American”) ... Early in 
1985, the Russians won the WCW six- 
man championship ... On March 18, 
Ivan and Nikita captured the WCW 
World tag team title from Dusty 
Rhodes and Manny Fernandez in Fay- 
etteville, North Carolina (“That was 
not much of a challenge’) ... As 
Khrushchev and Ivan defended the tag 
team title, Nikita entered into a series 
of bouts against WCW (then NWA) 
World champion Ric Flair (“7 would 
have won, too, had Flair not cheated’) 
... After Ivan and Khrushchev lost the 
belts to The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express, Ivan 
and Nikita regained them on October 
13 in Charlotte, North Carolina ... 
One month later, lost the title back to 
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Nikita Koloff whips U.S. champion Lex Luger acr 
hopes of taking Luger’s U.S. belt, but his priorities have since changed. 


the Rock ‘n’ Rolls in Greensboro, 
North Carolina ... Nikita began feud- 
ing with U.S. champion Magnum T.A. 
... After Magnum was stripped of the 
belt, Nikita defeated him in a best-of- 
seven series, four matches to three, to 
win the title on August 17, 1986, in 
Charlotte (“There was no longer any 
doubt who the greater man was’)... 
On September 28 in Atlanta, Nikita 
defeated Wahoo McDaniel to unify 
the National and U.S. titles ... Then 
Nikita’s life changed: He befriended 
Magnum after T.A. was nearly killed in 
an auto accident (“I once had tremen- 
dous respect for Magnum’) ... In 
Magnum’s honor, Nikita teamed with 
Dusty Rhodes and they won the 
Crockett Cup tag team tournament on 
April 11, 1987, in Baltimore ... Lost 
the U.S. title to Lex Luger at the Great 
American Bash in Greensboro on July 
11 (“1 knew Luger would someday pay 
for that!’) ... Won the TV title from 


the ring. Koloff returned to WCW with 


Tully Blanchard on August 18 in Fay- 
etteville ... Lost that belt to Mike Ro- 
tundo in Raleigh, North Carolina, on 
January 26, 1988 ... Spent much of 
the next two years away from the 
sport caring for his wife, Mandy, who 
was suffering from Hodgkin’s disease 
(Nothing | face in the ring prepared 
me for that time”) ... After Mandy's 
death, Nikita returned to the ring, 
competing in the AWA and on the 
independent circuit ... Returned to 
WCW for Wrestle War ’91 on Febru- 
ary 24 in Phoenix, Arizona, to present 
a brand-new U.S. title belt to the win- 
ner of the Lex Luger-Dan Spivey bout 
... After Luger successfully defended 
the U.S. title, Nikita clobbered him 
with the belt (“The time for revenge 
had come!”) , .. Feuded with Luger for 
several months before setting his sights 
on Sting (“4 will wipe the paint off 
the face of that California beach boy 
and make him eat it!’ o 
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CAPSULE PROFILE PINUP 


NIKITA KOLOFF 


THE BEST IN WRES TLING 


#1GREAT AMERICAN BASH 
‘88 
THE PRICE FOR FREEDOM 


‘The controversial Bash tour 
heats up as Ric Flair & Lex 
Luger go at it in Baltimore. Also 
Rhodes vs. Windham for U.S. 
title; triple cage "Tower of 
Doom" featuring Russian 
Assassin I, Ivan Koloff, Pero, 
Rotundo, & Sullivan vs. Road 
Warriors, Garvins & Williams; 
Fantastics vs. Midnights; 
Blanchard & Anderson vs. Nikita 
Koloff & Sting. 


$39.95/126 min./Turner 
#4 CAPITAL COMBAT '90 


The NWA's greatest wrestlers 

converge in Washington D.C., 

for a Congress of Capital 

Combat! Sting vs. Robocop 
special appearance to 

watch six-time champ Ric Flair & 

Lox Luger In a steel cage for the 


Rock 'n Roll's ate, 


$39.95@120min/Turner 


#8 WRESTLING CLASSICS 
Leg VOL.1 new!!! 


Pro wrestling the way it was! 
Buddy "Nature boy” Rogers vs. 
Pat O'Connor in the 1961 classic 
bout, Antonino Rocca & Miguel 
Perez vs. Skull Murphy & Karl 
Von Hess. June Byors vs. Batty 
Hawkins, Dick the Bruiser vs. 
Popper Gomez & more! 


314 95/@60 min. 


Title 


Shipping & handling 


Please send me the following videos: 


VIDEOS 


#2 GREAT AMERICAN BASH 
"89 
THE GLORY DAYS 


NWA champ Ric Flair comes 
back from a broken neck to 
wrestle former champ Terry 
Funk, & U.S. champ Lex Luger 
battles Rick Steamboat. Also: 
Sting vs. Muta; War Games; a 
battle of wits turns to a battle of 
fists when Paul E. Dangerously 
rumbles with Jim Cornette; plus 
much more! 


$39.95/120 min./Turner 
#5 HALLOWEEN HAVOC ‘89 


A brutal night of devilish 
destruction! Ric Flair wants to 
permanatoly settle the score 
against Terry Funk. Together 
with Flair’s powerhouse partner, 
Sting, the two great heavyweight 
pros treat Funk & The Great Muta 
to. some monstrous portions of 
punishment! Also: Lex Luger, 
Thr Road Warriors, The Samoan 
‘Swat Team, The Skyscrapers, 
The Froebirds and many mora! 


$39.95/125 min./Turner 


#9 WRESTLING CLASSICS 
ie VOL.2 new!!! 


Gorgeous George vs. Jessa 
Antonino Rocca vs. 


vs. Antonino Rocca, Miguel 

z & Ricki Starr. Killer 
alski vs.Edouard Carpentier 
& more! 


Price 


TOTAL 
(Allow up to 4 weeks for delivery. Foreign orders must include $6.00 for each tape for 
air mail delivery. INTERNATIONAL MONEY ORDERS ONLY. No PAL, only NTSC. 
Defective tapes may be returned for a duplicate tape.) 
SEND COMPLETED ORDER TO: ff Are mee INC. 


GREENWICH, CT 06836 


1-3 videos - $3.00 
4-6 videos - $5.00 
7-11 videos - $8.00 
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#3GREAT AMERICAN BASH 
‘90 


NEW REVOLUTION 


Sting, back in action ina 
wrestling revolution as the 
greatest stars from the NWA. 
battle the new young aggres- 
sors! Sting ina great 
comeback against Ric Flair for 
the championship. Also: Doom 
vs. Rock 'n Roll Express, Mean 
Mark vs. Lox Luger, Southern 
Boys, etc. 


$39.95/125 min/Turner 


#6 HALLOWEEN HAVOC '90 
TERROR RULES THE RING 
Ina terrorizing bout, Sting 
dofends his title against Sid 
Vicious. Ric Flair teams up with 
‘Am Anderson to attomp to 
dethrone Doom for the World 
Tag Team title, Lex Luger & 


$39.95/125 min/Turner 


#10 WRESTLING CLASSICS 
o> VOL.3 new!!! 


Buddy Rogers, Handsome 
Johnny Barend & Magnificent 
Maurice vs. Bobo Brazil, 
"Calypso Kid" Dory Dixon & 
Sailor Art Thomas, Tolos 
Brothers vs. Bob Nador & Chet 
Wallick, Ed Carpentier vs. Skull 
Murphy, Yukon Eric vs. Fritz Von 
Erich, Bulldog Brower vs. 
Bearcat Wright & more! 


$14. -95/@60 min. 


#7. STARRCADE '90 

IG COLLISION COURSE new!!! 
Sting vs. The Black Scorpion! 
Who will prove victorious in the 
first ever Tag Team Champion- 
ship of the Universe, featuring 
Tag Teams from around the 
globe going toa face toface ina 
tournament of universal impact! 
Can Lex Luger hold on to the 
U.S. heavyweight belt when he 
battle Stan Hanson? Also: 
Doom vs. Ric Flair &Arn 
Anderson. 


$39.95/125 min./Turner 


#11 WRESTLING CLASSICS 
Loe VOL.4 new!!! 


‘The Fabulous Kangaroos vs 
Moose Cholak & Mighty Atlas, 
Bruno Sammartino vs. Hans 
Schmidt, Dr. Jerry & Eddie 
Graham vs. Antonino Rocea & 
Miguel Perez, Skull Murphy & 
Brute Bernard vs. The Bavarian 
Boys, Bobo Brazil vs. Ski Hi Lee. 


S14. 95/@60 | min: 


For Visa & & MasterCard rderae) only call 1-800-729-( 0360 


© Check or Money Order Enclosed (Make checks 


payable to T.V.Sports Video Inc.) 


Visa or MasterCard # 


Exp. date: month 
Name 


Address 


City 


State 


year, 


Apt. # 


Zip 


NEWS FROM THE 


If you would like your area of the country represented in these reports, while also being officially credited 
with your own by-line, send us reports of the matches you attend. You will have the thrill of seeing your 
name in an internationally known magazine while at the same time helping to improve the quality of 
wrestling in your area. So why not give it a try? You will be glad you did! 

Send your reports to: Correspondent Editor, Box 48, Rockville Centre, N.Y. 11571 


LONDON, ENGLAND 
By Neil Symons 


HULK HOGAN 
vs. 
SGT. SLAUGHTER 


At the start of the match, Gen. Adnan 
interfered on Slaughter’s behalf, but Ho- 
gan battled back. Later, Slaughter 
brought a chair into the ring and hit 
referee Dave Hebner with it. Then 
Adnan attempted to throw a fireball at 
Hogan, but he couldn’t ignite one in 
time. When he finally did throw it, it hit 
Slaughter right in the face. Hogan 
promptly legdropped and _ pinned 
Slaughter. 

OTHER BOUTS: Steve Lombardi de- 
feated Steve Casey ... Jim Neidhart 
beat The Warlord ... Ted DiBiase de- 
feated Kerry Von Erich by countout ... 
Greg Valentine pinned Haku ... The 
Rockers defeated The Orient Express 
... Jimmy Snuka pinned The Barbarian 
... Davey Boy Smith beat Berzerker . . . 
Earthquake defeated Jake Roberts by 
disqualification. 


MEMPHIS, TN 
By Mark Mitchell 


ERIC EMBRY 
vs. 
DOUG GILBERT 


After several minutes of hard action, ref- 
eree Paul Neighbors was knocked out 
and Tojo Yamamoto hit Gilbert with his 
flagpole. When: Gilbert chased after Ya- 
mamoto, Embry grabbed the pole, hit 
Gilbert with it, and pinned him. After- 
ward, Embry and Yamamoto double- 
teamed Gilbert, then Dr. Tom Prichard 
came down to make it a triple-team. 
Doug’s brother, Eddie, ran in to save 
Doug from further punishment. 
OTHER BOUTS: Texas Ranger defeat- 
ed Dan Davis . . . Chris Candido defeat- 
ed Texas Outlaw | ... Bill Dundee 
pinned Texas Outlaw Il ... Dr. Tom 
Prichard pinned Hurricane Walker ... 
Eddie Gilbert pinned Tony Anthony ... 
Jeff Jarrett & Robert Fuller defeated Tex 
Salanger & Master Blaster. 


DAYTONA BEACH, FL 
By Fred Moore 


BIG JOSH 
vs. 
DAN SPIVEY 


Spivey stands 6’8”, but that didn’t faze 
the mountain man Josh. Though he 
was at a distinct disadvantage in height, 
Josh went after Spivey heartily, throwing 
punches and kicks like he was the big- 
ger of the two. But when Spivey retaliat- 
ed with his own blows, it was clear to 
see how he was hurting Josh. Then. 
they took their battle outside the ring 
and laced into each other so intently 
they hardly noticed when the referee 
counted them both out. 

OTHER BOUTS: Arn Anderson pinned 
Powerhouse Parker ... Junkyard Dog 
beat El Cubano ... Dustin Rhodes 
pinned Black Bart ... U.S. champion 
Lex Luger battled Nikita Koloff to a dou- 
ble-disqualification Ron Simmons 
pinned Butch Reed ... Bobby Eaton 
pinned Terrence Taylor. 


WRESTLING 
CAPITALS 


JOHNSTOWN, PA 
By Alvin Harbor 


DUBLIN, IRELAND 
By Paul Hynes 


RODDY PIPER 
vs. 
EARTHQUAKE 


may 


Piper started taunting Earthquake be- 
fore they locked up. Then he tried to 
slam Quake, but couldn’t do it. The two 
brawled wildly, with Piper even trying to 
execute Earthquake’s vertical splash; 
’Quake easily kicked out. When the ref- 
eree was knocked down, both men be- 
gan fighting out on the arena floor. 
While Earthquake was down, Piper re- 
entered the ring and won by countout. 
OTHER BOUTS: Jim Neidhart beat The 
Barbarian . Greg Valentine forced 
Steve Lombardi to submit_... Warlord 
pinned Jimmy Snuka ... The Rockers 
defeated The Orient Express ... Jake 
Roberts pinned Berzerker ... Davey 
Boy Smith defeated Ted DiBiase ... 
Kerry Von Erich beat Haku. 


EL GIGANTE 
vs. 
ONE MAN GANG 


Even with his tremendous size, Gang 
was visibly intimidated by Gigante. 
Gang’s rulebreaking tactics helped him 
somewhat, but Gigante did much more 
damage to the massive Chicago brawl- 
er. With each passing minute, Gigante 
seemed closer to victory. Then interfer- 
ence came in the form of Kevin Sulli- 
van, Ric Flair, and Arn Anderson. Be- 
fore Gigante had a chance to prove he 
could take on all four men at once, he 
was declared the winner by 
disqualification. 

OTHER BOUTS: Rick Morton pinned 
Dr. X ... Tommy Rich beat Joey Maggs 
... Tracey Smothers pinned Black Bart 
... U.S. champion Lex Luger and Nikita 
Koloff were both counted out ... Rick 
Steiner pinned Dan Spivey Brian 
Pillman & Sting defeated Ric Flair & Arn 
Anderson. 


EUCLID, OH 
By John Macalister 


JERRY LAWLER 
vs. 
KAMALA 
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Lawler, the USWA champion, has had 
several wild encounters with the “Ugan- 
dan Giant,” and this was one of their 
wildest. Ohio fans looking for a pure 
wrestling match were sorely disappoint- 
ed! Kamala tried to use his massive bel- 
ly to shove “The King’’ around the ring, 
but Lawler used his lethal fists to stand 
up to the giant. The match was actually 
even—until The Sheik interfered on Ka- 
mala’s behalf, giving Lawler the dis- 
qualification win. 
OTHER BOUTS: Mike Sharpe pinned 
Rip Rogers Little Moses pinned Lit- 
tle Ninja ... Tank Sherman pinned The 
Steel City Beast ... Psycho Mike beat 
The Sheik by disqualification ... Vladi- 
mir Markoff defeated Ron Cumberledge 
. Madusa Miceli drew with Rockin’ 
Robin. 


ST. PETERSBURG, FL: 1 know, because I talk to him 
all the time, that WCW World champion Ric Flair is a 
student of wrestling history. That’s good, because it’s 
history that so often comes back to slap you in the face. 
Anybody who says lightning never strikes twice in the 
same place has never been struck by lightning. I know a 
man who lives in western Texas. This guy has a farm, 
and out there in the middle of the farm is a toolshed. 


RIC FLAIR VS. TATSUMI FUJINAMI 


Well, about 10 years ago, the thing burned to the ground 
when it was struck by lightning. The following year, he 
rebuilt the darn thing and, wouldn’t you know it, last fall 
it burned down to the ground again. So much for light- 
ning. As for Flair, his victory here over Tatsumi Fujinami 
was absolutely fabulous. It came during the WCW’s (I 
still have trouble saying that; it keeps wrestling with the 
“NWA” that tries to roll off my tongue) Super Brawl 
pay-per-view card, and it proved beyond any doubt that 
Flair, not Fujinami, is the real champion. Anyway, Flair 
said afterward: “Looks like I’m running out of contend- 
ers. I’ve beaten Sting, El Gigante, Lex Luger, anybody 
they’ve put in front of me. They say Bobby Eaton will be 
next, and I welcome the challenge.”’ Well, Flair shouldn’t 
lay out the welcome mat, not if he knows what’s good 
for him. Especially not if he remembers history and a 
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man named Ronnie Garvin. Three years ago, I would’ve 
laid very big odds that Garvin couldn’t beat Flair for the 
World title, but he did. In other words, sometimes it’s the 
least likely contenders that get the job done in wrestling; 
look at Sgt. Slaughter, who went from washed-up to 
WWF World champion. What I’m saying is that Eaton is 
very dangerous right now, and he has momentum gained 
from winning the TV title from Arn Anderson. Personal- 
ly, ’ve never seen Eaton look better. I think Flair has a 
pretty hefty task coming up. 


GUAYNABO, PUERTO RICO: Made the mistake of 
putting down midgets in the June 3 issue of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Weekly. Big mistake. Butch Cassidy beat Little 
Louie to win the WWC midget title on May 16 here. 
Afterward, I wrote that one midget titlk—the WWC’s is 
the only one in wrestling—is one too many. To which 
Cassidy subsequently responded: “What do you want me 
to do, wrestle Hulk Hogan?” Actually, my point here is: 
define “midget.” What if a person is simply short? Can a 
normal 13-year-old wrestle Cassidy for the belt? Years 
ago, midget matches were like sideshow attractions. They 
were card filler. They always had lots of action because 
the sport produced some legendary midget athletes, but 
they were essentially diversions. Now here’s the WWC 
making something out of practically nothing. Midget title? 
I say it’s no big deal. 


TAMPA, FL: One day—one day!—before the WCW’s 
big pay-per-view event in St. Petersburg, the WWF 
brought the whole shebang to Tampa, just a few miles 
down the street. Coincidence? Well, wrestling has become 
very big business, and while most feuds come and go, the 
WWF and WCW have had a real doozy going on for a 
long time. The result, at least here, was that people in the 
St. Petersburg/Tampa area were treated to two days of 
top-notch wrestling (and ol’ Brock got two cards for the 


Harder than nails, veteran wrestling reporter Matt Brock as 


logged more miles covering wrestling than any ott 
_ journalist. Every month Matt will travel to the sport's hotb 
reporting everything he sees without fear or favor 


price of one plane ticket; I’m sure Peters’ll go for that). 
WCW was the clear winner in this battle. Its pay-per- 
view card was outstanding. The WWF put on a good 
show (although where was Hulk Hogan?), but I still don’t 
know why Rick Steamboat has to rely on theatrics, Here’s 
a great wrestler with a great history relying on costumes 
and fire-breathing to draw attention to himself. (Rick, we 
were already watching; now we’re starting to think twice 
about it.) Nonetheless, the prediction here is that Steam- 
boat will eventually unseat Curt Hennig for the I-C belt. 
Here’s a match made in heaven, and I’m sure the WWF 


—— “a 
RICK “THE DRAGON” STEAMBOAT 


matchmakers are just waiting for Steamboat to prove that 
he’s 100 percent back. When the time comes, Hennig’s in 
trouble. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA: Attended a press conference here 
to announce an old-timers’ battle royal on Tri-State’s 
August 3 “Summer Spectacular’ card. Killer Kowalski, 


OM 

BULLDOG BROWER 

Bulldog Brower, Dominic DeNucci, and a host of other 
former top stars will be on hand, and I’m starting to 
wonder if this old-timers’ bit will ever catch on. It never 
draws a crowd. To me, it seems as if the federations went 
out of their way to ignore history and succeeded far 
beyond their wildest expectations: Nobody wants to know 
about the greats of the past. Too bad. Anyway, I’m sure 
Tri-State’s card will do very well, and most of the fans in 
attendance will head for the rest rooms and refreshment 
stands during the battle royal. By the way, I’ve heard 
through the grapevine that Bulldog Brower has calmed 
down considerably since his wrestling days. That’s good 
news for a lot of foreheads. Oo 
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_ Williams (above), who tried to show Ray he was making a mistake (right). 


: Prove Hs Worth... | AN 
Ss TEVE R/ 1 Y 
Tnnoy WS) EISELE: 
OTHE EID) EH ; , 


Determined to shed his “pretty boy” image, Steve “Wild Thing” Ray took on “Dr. Death’ Steve 


By Bob Smith 


S HARD AS he tried to, Steve 

Ray just couldn’t understand. 
The ebullient youngster known as 
“Wild Thing” had just defeated 
The Beast in a hard-fought UWF 
match in New York. After catching 
the masked rulebreaker with a 
DDT and pin, Ray leaped in the air 
and let out a triumphant war cry. 

As the jubilant Ray prepared to 
make his way back to the dressing 
room, most fans cheered him. 
However, he could hear the un- 
mistakable sound of booing com- 
ing from one ringside section. Ray 
walked over to the fans to find out 
what was wrong. 

“What's the deal, guys?” asked 
a smiling Ray. “Why get on my 
case? After all, I won! Lighten up!” 

“Hey, beat somebody!” 
screamed one young heckler, who 
had been riding Ray unmercifully. 
“Who is The Beast, anyway? Go 
back to the dressing room with 
the other prelim bums, pretty 
boy!” 

The young Kansas native kept 
smiling as he made his way 
around ringside, but inside his 
spirit was crushed. In the locker 
room, Ray’s partner in the tag 
team Wet ’n’ Wild, Sunny Beach, 
was preparing for his own match 
later on. 

“Sunny, I don’t get it,” said Ray 
as he sat dejectedly in a folding 
chair. “I busted my gut to win that 
match, but some of those fans 
were booing me. What do I have 
to do to please these people?” 

Beach let out a chuckle and sat 
down next to his friend. More ex- 
perienced than Ray, Beach is used 
to the foibles of some wrestling 
fans. 

“What you gotta realize is this: 
You can’t please all the people all 
the time,” he explained sympa- 
thetically. “Some people just aren’t 
going to side with you no matter 
what you do. And with your looks, 
some guys are bound to be 
jealous.” 
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“T realize that,” said Ray, hurling 
his boot across the floor. “It’s just 
that they said I hadn’t beaten any- 
body in the UWF.” 

“That's not true,” reasoned 
Beach. “Together, we've defeated 
The Power Twins and Bob Orton 
and Cactus Jack. We're a hell of a 
team, partner.” 

“Yeah, but in a way those guys 
were right,” said Ray. “All my suc- 
cess has been with you. I need to 
be taken seriously on my own.” 

From that point on, Ray’s 
contemporaries began to notice a 
change in the usually fun-loving 
newcomer. The next moming, Ray 
went to UWF President Herb 
Abrams and requested to be en- 
tered in the toumament to deter- 
mine the first UWF TV champion. 

Since he was wrestling as a sin- 
gle for the first time in the UWF, 
Ray wasn’t given much chance of 
going very far in the tournament. 
Using his newfound conviction, 
however, he scored upset vic- 
tories over Bob Orton and Col. 
DeBeers to make it to the semifi- 
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nals—and a match against Steve 
Williams, acknowledged by most 
experts as the sport’s most power- 
ful man. And one of the most 
brutal. 

“Don’t give up,” said Beach as 
he tried to inspire Ray before the 
match. “Prove your worth. Get out 
there and give him hell!” 

Which is exactly what Ray did. 
When he made his way to the 
ting, Ray didn’t stop to clown with 
the fans. When he leaped over the 
ropes and removed his ring jacket, 
he heard the usual smattering of 
boos. 

Even Williams didn’t seem to 
take Ray seriously at first. After 
trading holds, Ray tried hitting Wil- 
liams with a dropkick, but “Dr. 
Death” alertly moved away, allow- 
ing Ray to crash to the mat. As 
Williams let out a laugh, Ray 
leaped to his feel and blasted Wil- 
liams with a clothesline, sending 
the veteran tumbling out of the 
ting to the arena floor. 

With total disregard for the con- 

(Continued on page 62) 


Williams and Ray scuffle on the mat, care- 
fully watched by referee Dick Kroll (above). 
Ray sends Doc across the ring (below). Ray 
surprised even his most ardent supporters 
by the way he stood up to the powerful and 
unrelenting Williams. 


You're Invited 


To The Silver Anniversary Celebration 
Of Wrestling ’s Most Respected Magazine 


The October 1991 edition of The Wrestler marks the 25th anniversary of the magazine that has thrilled, entertained, and 
informed mat fans longer than any wrestling publication in existence! 


This important milestone will be marked by a very special color-packed issue of The Wrestler. 

Join us as we retrace the highlights of the last quarter century of wrestling action. Let us dazzle you with the some of the 
greatest photographs, carefully selected from the richest supply of wrestling pictures in the world. Learn the results of our poll 
of the 40 surviving men and women who have ever served on the editorial board of The Wrestler as we rate the top 25 
wrestlers of the past 25 years. 

The Silver Anniversary edition of The Wrestler is a magazine event collectors won’t want to miss! This very special issue, on 


sale July 16, is certain to be a newsstand sellout—be sure to pick up your copy early! 


THE 25th ANNIVERSARY ISSUE OF 


Westen, 


ON SALE JULY 16th! 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


ICK RUDE DOESN'T sit down 

and watch TV. He tums the set 
on and paces around the room. He 
lifts light weights, stops a few minutes 
to rant and rave, then catches a few 
more moments of the show in 
progress. He tosses a ball from hand 
to hand, then takes a comb out and 
fixes his hair. He has a guest. Rude 
doesn’t care. He’s too hyperactive to 
sit down, too busy to entertain ... 
men, anyway. 

But something on TV has caught 
Rude’s eye, and he lets his body fall 
into an underused easy chair. Sudden- 
ly, his eyes gloss over with rage as the 
image of Paul Bearer fills the screen. 

“Bearer my butt!” Rude screams. 
“That's Percy Pringle and he’s one of 
those guys that have been responsible 
for trying to ruin my career. If I could 
get my hands on him, Id rip his neck 
off of his ugly, obese body.” 

Rude eschews the remote control, 
which he has already slammed to the 
floor, and walks over to shut off the 
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Bobby Heenan managed him to the Intercontinental title in 1989, but now Rick Rude says 
he doesn’t need advice from Heenan—or anyone else, for that matter. 


Photos by Al Bello & Roy London 


Wherever he has wrestled, 
Rick Rude has always had 
a manager. He has been 
successful in Texas, the 
WWF, and WCW, but he 
could have been even 
more successful. Now 
Rude is going to 
find out 
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TV with his fist. His hyperactivity, al- 
ready sky-high, has reached an astro- 
nomical level. He is not a happy man. 
Bad memories have come flowing 
back. 

“Let me tell you something,” Rude 
says when he finally calms down to a 
reasonable level about 45 minutes lat- 
er. “Managers are bad news. All they 
do is give you worthless advice and 
take your money away. Look at all I've 
accomplished in my career, and I'll tell 
you, it could have been a lot better 
without managers. Now it will be a lot 
better.” 

Few wrestling experts would dis- 
agree with Rude’s self-assessment, but 
Rude needs to prove a point. He walks 
over to a bank of videotapes and pulls 
out a plastic case marked “Texas.” 

“This is my highlights tape,” Rude 
said. “This is the tape I watch whenev- 
er some manager calls and tries to sign 
me on. This sets me straight, as if I 
really needed setting straight.” 

The first match shows Rude wres- 
tling Chris Adams. It is obviously a 
match from the old World Class area 
in Texas. Percy Pringle, cane in hand, 
is standing at ringside and Rude seems 
to be in control of the match. 

“Now watch this!” Rude demands. 
Almost on cue, Pringle reaches over to 
bash Adams with his cane. But Pringle 
mistakenly hits Rude and Adams cov- 
ers him for the pin. 

“That’s one,” Rude screams. “Now 
it gets worse, if you can believe that.” 

Rude is right. On the screen, Rude 
and Manny Fernandez, the NWA 
World tag team champions at the 
time, are wrestling The Road Warriors. 
Rude and Fernandez’ manager, Paul 
Jones, is at ringside, and he doesn’t 
have a cane. 

“Nah,” Rude fumes. “He was worse. 
He has his big mouth. What’s the 
worst thing you can do to The Road 
Warriors?” Rude doesn’t wait for an 
answer. “Right, get them going, make 
them mad. Which is exactly what 
Jones is doing here. You can’t hear 
him, but look at Jones’ mouth move, 
he’s barking out orders, insulting the 
Warriors, and we're trying to wrestle. 
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In the Omdorff bout, Rude was disqualified for using a chair (above). A manager could have 
used a chair for him, or saved him from attacks outside the ring (below). 
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Listen, I don’t need that crap. Jones 
had absolutely nothing to offer me and 
Manny.” 

The highlights show is not over. 


Rude insists that Percy Pringle (wielding the bat) cost him the World Class title. The 
“Ravishing One” is determined to make it on his own. 


Now the screen shows a more recent 
incident. Rude is in the ring with a 
young woman. Bobby Heenan, Rude’s 
manager in the WWF, is providing 


commentary. 

“This is the kind of crap Heenan 
loved, but it had absolutely nothing to 
do with wrestling,” Rude said. “He 
liked to see how the women swarm to 
me, and they do, but Bobby couldn’t 
get his own women, so he'd just watch 
me. Meanwhile, my career was going 
down the tubes and Heenan wasn’t 
doing anything to help me. All he did 
was pick women out of the crowd for 
me. He certainly didn’t help my 
wrestling.” 

Rude is absolutely correct in his 
analysis. He has been successful in 
every federation he has wrestled in. He 
was World Class champion. He and 
Femandez were World tag team cham- 
pions. In the WWF, Rude upset The 
Ultimate Wanior for the Intercontinen- 
tal title. 

“And if you look at every one of 
those title reigns, they all ended be- 
cause one of my managers screwed 
up,” Rude said. 

Now Rude is wrestling on the inde- 
pendent circuit and his attitude about 
managers was summed up in this one 
sentence: “If you're a manager, keep 
the hell away.” 

“] should have realized this long 
ago,” Rude continued. “There were 
nights when my manager couldn't be 
at ringside for one reason or another, 
and I always managed to win anyway. 
And when you look at it, they never 
discussed match strategy with me, they 
never pointed out weaknesses in my 
opponents. They just interfered and 
took my money.” 

Its unfortunate that it took Rude so 
long to realize what the wrestling world 
has known for ages. He is an outstand- 
ing wrestler. His record cannot be 
questioned. 

Rude has a gigantic ego. He, above 
all people, should have known that he 
could make it on his own. Instead, he 
bogged himself down with one manag- 
er after another. He never wrestled 
without one. Now Rude is finally on 
his own. 

There may be strength in numbers, 
but in Rude’s case, one head is better 
than two. Oo 
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By Craig Peters 


EAR AFTER YEAR, feud after 
feud, match after match, the 
refrains are the same: 

“Don't sweat it!” 

“He can handle himself!” 

“Don’t worry! He’s been here 
before, he'll be here again, he 
knows what it’s like.” 

“Just you wait, you'll see: He's 
gonna blast that guy so bad he'll 
never know what hit him.” 

“Yeah, he may look like he’s in 
trouble now, but hang on and give 


him a chance. He’ll prove himself, 
just like he’s always done.” 

The fans’ collective faith in Hulk 
Hogan is staggering. No matter 
what kind of situation Hogan finds 
himself in, the fans pull behind the 
“Hulkster,” rally their support, and 
propel him on to yet another stir- 
ring victory. 

But in recent years, the refrains 
have been heard closer together. 
The need for the fans to rally has 
come more often. 

Since April 1, 1990, Hogan has 
faced the most formidable tests of 


his career: He was pinned by The 
Ultimate Warrior at WrestleMania 
VI ... He was attacked by Earth- 
quake and sidelined from the 
sport for several months ... He 
had to avenge himself against 
Earthquake ... He had to battle 
for American pride when Sgt. 
Slaughter captured the WWF 
World title ... In the wake of 


beating Slaughter at WrestleMania 
VII, he was bumed by a fireball 
and has subsequently absorbed 
severe beatings in almost every 
match he’s had with the former 


Sid Vicious delivers one of his devastating piledrivers on Bobby Eaton (above). Would Hulk 
Hogan (below, absorbing a beating from Gen. Adnan and Sgt. Slaughter) be able to 
withstand such a brutal attack from the mighty Vicious? 


Marine. 

It is not a harsh criticism to say 
that the “Hulkster” of 199] is hav- 
ing a far more difficult time of it 
than the “Hulkster” of, say, 1986 
who cmuised to victory over Randy 
Savage ... Who, while injured, 
defeated King Kong Bundy in a 
steel cage at WrestleMania II... 
Who defeated Paul Omdorff in 
front of more than 74,000 fans in 
Toronto’s Exhibition Stadium. 

Indeed, these recent months 
have not been easy ones for Hulk 
Hogan. 

And they’re about to get infinite- 
ly more difficult. 

Sid Vicious has arrived in the 
WWF. 

Hogan and Vicious both stand 
6’8”. Vicious outweighs Hogan by 
26 pounds. But a simple tale of the 
tape doesn’t begin to imply the 
difficulties Hogan is about to face. 

Consider the mental states of 
both men: 

Hogan is weary from having bat- 
tled Slaughter across the country 
and around the world. Slaughter, 
certainly not a muscular power- 
house or a canny tactician, has in- 


flicted a series of severe beatings 
on the “Hulkster” that have seen 
crimson plasma flow from Hogan’s 
head in almost every match. 

Vicious, on the other hand, is 
lean, mean, and hungry. Bitter 
over his inability to secure what he 
felt were deserved title shots at 
WCW World champion Ric Flair, 
Vicious bolted the federation in 
search of championship gold. In- 
tercontinental champion Curt 
Hennig may not be sleeping well 
these days with Vicious in the 
WWF, but it is undoubtedly Ho- 
gan that will be the big man’s 
ultimate target. 

“The big reason Sid left WCW 
is not so much that he wanted to 
go to the WWF, but that he want- 
ed to wrestle Hogan,” said one 
WCW nulebreaker who requested 
anonymity. “He was getting pretty 
crazed the last few months he was 
here. It was like his mind wasn’t 
on his business. Do you think El 
Gigante could have beaten Sid so 
handily [at Super Brawl ’91] if Sid 
wasn’t preoccupied? Believe me, 
Sid has a one-track mind right 
now, and Hogan’s his one and 
only thought.” 

Which puts Hogan in the mest 
troubled position of his career. 
When Warrior beat Hogan at 
WrestleMania VI, there were 
doubts about Hogan’s ability to 
come back and be successful in a 
third WWF title reign. When 
Earthquake injured the ‘“Hulkster,” 


Sid Vicious has the power to dominate a 
foe such as Hawk (top left) or execute a 
devastating move like the power bomb 
(right). That could spell big trouble for Hulk 
Hogan, who had problems with Earthquake 
(above), a foe he should have been able to 
easily conquer. 


a return to the ring seemed next to 
impossible, 

Yes, Hogan retumed, but think 
about it: 

Shouldn’t the “Hulkster” have 
been able to dispose of Earth- 
quake far more handily than he 
did? (Remember that it took him 
many long months of feuding to 
shake the ‘Quake, and even in his 
biggest match against Earth- 
quake—at SummerSlam ’90—the 
“Hulkster” was only able to secure 


a relatively hollow countout 
victory). 
Shouldn't the “Hulkster” have 


been able to dispose of Slaughter 
far more handily than he did? (Re- 
member that Slaughter came very 
close to defeating Hogan at Wres- 
tleMania VII, far closer than a 
washed-up ex-Marine should have 
been able to come against a genu- 


ine legend like Hogan.) 

Will the ‘“‘Hulkster” be able to 
dispose of Sid Vicious? (Remem- 
ber that Vicious is younger than 


Hogan, hungrier than Hogan, 
freshér than Hogan, and perhaps 
even stronger than Hogan.) 

If you were Hulk Hogan, would 
you want to be facing the threat of 
Sid Vicious right now? 

Frightening, isn’t it? o 
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Out with the old, in 
with the new. Out with 
the bad, in with the 
worse. The Four 
Horsemen are gone 
from WCW, but don’t 
look now: The 
Diamond Exchange is 
ready to take its place! 


Photos by Bill Apter & Stu Saks 


ECOND COMING OF 
HE FOUR HORSEMEN 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


HEN WORD LEAKED out that 

The Four Horsemen had de- 
cided to call it quits as an organiza- 
tion, “Diamond” Dallas Page was sit- 
ting in a seedy little bar on the 
outskirts of Tampa, Florida. In the 
underworld, news travels fast. Page 
knew what had happened within 
minutes after the Horsemen con- 
cluded their meeting. 

“Done,” Page said with his right 
hand on his chin and his arm 
propped on the table. It was the 
thinking man’s position, a position 
not often associated with a man like 


Fantasia, the 
masked Free- 
bird, is the lat- 
est threat to The 
Young Pistols, 
and every other 
fan favorite in 
wew. 
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Page, who so often acts on evil 
impulse. 

“They're done, but the party has 
just begun,” Page — continued. 
‘They're done, that's fine, but it 
wouldn't have really mattered. That 
just opens the door for The Dia- 
mond Exchange.” 

Over the next few months, as 
word spread about the Horsemen's 
demise (although, as we have seen, 
demise is too strong a word), Page 
conducted his business in the back- 
ground, almost unnoticed. He was 
not the story. Not yet. 

He built his organization. He put 
the final pieces together. He planned 
and put his plans into action. And 
now we know what Page has done. 

It’s enough to make a right-think- 
ing wrestling fan scream: “Bring 
back the Horsemen!” 

On May 19 at the Bayfront Center 
in St. Petersburg, Florida, The Free- 
birds—Jimmy Garvin and Michael 
Hayes, the Diamond Exchange's cen- 
terpiece—won the vacant U.S. tag 
team title by defeating The Young 
Pistols—Tracey Smothers and Steve 
Armstrong. 

This victory could not be called 
remarkable. In most circles, the 
more-experienced Freebirds were 
considered favorites. But it was how 
they won, a mixture of past and fu- 
ture style, that made the news. 

In the early moments of the 
match, Big Daddy Dink, the Freebird 
“toad boss,” battered the Young Pis- 
tols outside of the ring. Dink was 
finally ordered back to the dressing 
room. 

Dink was no longer a factor. But 
the outside interference wasn’t over. 
When referee Mike Adkins was 
knocked out, Fantasia—the new 
masked Freebird—ran to the ring to 
lend a hand. He attacked the Pistols 
with a series of devastating DDTs 
and then rolled Hayes on top of 
Armstrong for the three-count. 

The victory was so reminiscent of 
the Horsemen’s style that Ric Flair, 
watching a closed-circuit television, 
remarked: “These guys really have 
their strategy in synch. | liked what | 
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Big Daddy Dink (above) helps Page in his managerial duties. Despite the Pistols’ brilliant 
double-team wrestling at Super Brawl (below), they couldn’t overcome Page and company. 


saw.” 


There was almost a sense of long- 
ing in Flair’s eyes as he spoke. When 
the Horsemen were young, they 
were capable of anything. It is this 
same hope for bad deeds yet un- 
done that seems to inspire The Dia- 
mond Exchange. 

But there’s more. Page recently 
added The Diamond Stud, a talent- 
ed, muscular wrestler, to his stable. 
And when Page remarked, “I'm go- 
ing to be the most powerful manag- 
er in WCW,” the general feeling was 
that Page, for once, was understating 
his accomplishments. He already is 
the most powerful manager in 


wcw. 

““Diamond’ likes to take it slow, 
you know, he’s not the type that 
likes to boast, but what he’s done 
makes the Horsemen look like small 
potatoes,” Hayes said. “Yeah, | was a 
part of The Freebirds when we were 
three-strong and ruling the roost, 
but now we're with ‘Diamond’ and 
we're still on top. Me and Jimmy 
have walked into a gold mine.” 

Or, if you will, a diamond mine. 
According to insiders, Page has put 
together a corporate structure similar 
to the Horsemen's. Page has often 
been seen in conference with Arn 
Anderson, a highly influential mem- 


ber of the Horsemen. Both men re- 
fused to elaborate upon their discus- 
sions. Anderson, however, did say: 
‘We have a lot in common.” 

If that’s the case, then the Horse- 
men’s old motto, “one for all and all 
for one” seemingly applies to the 
Diamond Exchange, too. They all 
have a financial stake in each other's 


success. 
“It's important to have a reason to 
want your teammates to win,” Page 


Vita = | 


't afraid to interfere in The Freebi 


said. “To me, there’s never been a 
better reason than money. You 
know what they say: Love fades, in- 
terest compounds. That's what the 
Diamond Exchange is all about.” 
The rise of The Diamond Ex- 
change is certainly nothing to cele 
brate. WCW’s fan favorites can now 
look forward to countless incidents 
of outside interference and cheating 
by the Diamond Exchange members. 
Their opponents must always be 
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meicties may 


become the most powerful organization in WCW. 


, which is one reason why 
the ’Birds captured the WCW U.S. tag team title (below). Page’s ‘Diamond Exchange” has 


wary. 

“That's what being teammates is 
all about,” Garvin said. “Listen, I’ve 
never been so comfortable in my 
life. | feel like I’ve got title insurance. 
Nobody's gonna touch me and 
Mike.” 

Smothers and Armstrong don't ex- 
actly disagree. They both realize the 
task that lays ahead. This tag team 
war has become a five-on-two battle. 

“Sure, it's unfair, but sometimes 
things don’t go the way you 
planned,” Smothers said. “By my 
way of thinking, The Freebirds have 
nothing to be proud of. They won 
that title by cheating, and they know 
that. If that’s enough for them, fine, 
but it’s not enough for me. At some 
point, Page and his boys will make a 
mistake, and Steve and | will be 
there to capitalize.” 

Armstrong and Smothers must be 
warned. Remember what the Horse- 
men did to Lex Luger and Sting? The 
Diamond Exchange is capable of do- 
ing just as much to Smothers and 
Armstrong—maybe more. 

The WCW sky cleared when the 
Horsemen disbanded, but another 
storm quickly took its place. The Di- 
amond Exchange is here, a shining 
example of everything that's wrong 
with wrestling. o 


MISSY HYATT 


“I'M MORE OF A MAN THAN 
PAUL E. WILL EVER BE!” 


OME PEOPLE LOVE her, other 

people hate her, but few people 
are ambivalent about WCW commen- 
tator Missy Hyatt. 

Count among those who love her: 
most male viewers of WCW broad- 
casts. Indeed, the shapely blonde beau- 
ty has won legions of loyal fans, de- 
spite the relative shallowness of her 
commentary (“Who cares what she 
says—just look at her!” might be a 
typical viewer's reply!). 

Count among those who hate her: 
Paul E. Dangerously and Stan Hansen. 

Dangerously and Hyatt are very 
competitive. So much so that they have 
engaged in a series of arm-wrestling 
contests, the most notable being on the 
January 30 Clash XIV card. When 
Hyatt removed her warmup jacket to 
reveal a low-cut blouse, Paul E. was 
defeated before he even had the chance 
to get started. At press time, rumors 
persist that the two will engage in a 
series of matches at the Great Ameri- 
can Bash. 

Hansen, meanwhile, has been the 
focus of Hyatt’s campaign to storm 
men’s locker rooms at Clashes and 
pay-per-view events. Should Hyatt be 
allowed in the locker rooms to pursue 
interviews? “The Lariat” doesn’t think 
50. 
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With Hyatt in the midst of so much 
controversy lately, Inside Wrestling’s 
Editor-in-Chief Craig Peters inter- 
viewed her prior to a WCW television 
taping in Birmingham, Alabama. 
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You know, Paul E. is really 
a wimp. He’s a spoiled 
brat, plain and simple. 


99 
aS 
Q: Missy, I want to thank you for 

taking the time out of your day to 
speak with us. I’m sure there’s a 
lot of preparation you have to do 
for tonight’s taping, and ... 

A: Aww, Craig, I don’t have that 
much to do to get ready. I mean, 
sure, there’s the hairdresser, then I 
haye my makeup, then there’s . . . 

: Well, er, I meant preparation in 
terms of studying notes, strategies, 
preparing for interviews. 

A: I’m always prepared. Say, by the 


[—) 


way, you don’t mind if I do my" 


nails while we talk, do you? 


ro 
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: Actually, the smell .. . 
: Oh, thanks, Craig, you’re a real 


sweetie. 
; You ... er, you’re welcome, 
Missy. I guess. 


: You know, all you guys at Inside 


Wrestling are real sweet, but I have 
one teeny-weensy complaint to 
make. 


: A complaint? 
: Yeah. I mean, last month you got 


me and Paul together [One On 
One’”’ in the August 1991 Inside 
Wrestling ], and he was just so 
mean to me! I mean, it just wasn’t 
fair, you know what I mean? 


:* Well, Missy, we really don’t have 


too much control over .. . 


: You know, he was insulting me 


like I was some kind of bimbo or 
something. Which I’m not, you 
know, and I really, really don’t like 
that at all. I think he owes me an 
apology for all the things he said 
to me. 


: | think you’re probably right. 
: You know, Paul E. is really a 


wimp. He’s a spoiled brat, plain 
and simple. He was raised in West- 
chester in New York, did you 
know that? 


: Yes, I did. 
: Yeah, he was raised in a rich town 
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I’m just a journalist trying 
to do my job, you know 
what I mean? 


vy} 


with his WCW co-commentator. 
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with rich parents and was given ey- 
erything he ever asked for and he’s 
just such a spoiled brat it makes 
me wanna just scream, you know 
what I mean? 

: I know exactly what you mean, 

Missy. 

: I mean, J’m more of a man than 

Paul E. will ever be. 

I... uh, well, I doubt that ... 

er, I don’t think ... 

: Awwwww! (laughs) Oh, Craig, you 
know what I mean! Paul E. hasn’t 
got any kind of spine or spunk or 
anything. He’s a slug, it’s that sim- 
ple. And a sneaky slug at that, but 
still a slug. I mean, you'll never see 
him getting involved in anything 
important on the WCW scene, like 
I’m doing with my journalistic 
career. 

Q: Your—uh, could you explain that 
a bit, Missy? 

: Sure! I’m talking about women’s 
rights, about the freedom of the 
press, about freedom of speech and 
the need of the public to know 
what needs to be known in... 

Q: You're talking about your prob- 
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Paul E. Dangerously gawks at Missy’s pulchritude—and loses this arm-wrestling contest 


A 


2 
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lems with Stan Hansen. 
That’s right! Say, what do you 
think of this shade for my nails? 


: Lovely. Now explain to me why 


you feel you ought to be allowed 
in the men’s locker rooms. 


: Well, why not? All the men are 


allowed in the locker rooms, espe- 
cially guys like “Z-Man” and 
“Flyin’ ” Brian, and I’m just a 
journalist trying to do my job, you 
know what I mean? 


: Well, why can’t you wait outside 


the locker room and have one of 
the wrestlers go get someone for 
you to interview? 


: Gee, Craig, you don’t know much 


about journalism, do you? 


: Well, I... 
: It’s just not the same if you do it 


like that. I mean, if I go into a 
locker room, I might surprise a 
wrestler who doesn’t expect me to 
be there. That means that I’m 
gonna get an honest response from 
him when I ask a question, not a 
prepared response. Hey, you watch 
60 Minutes, don’t you? Do you 
think Mike Wallace gives those 
people he interviews time to think 
up answers or does he put them on 
the spot? 


: Well, Mike Wallace is hardly the 


same as... 


: You see, I’ve got you speechless! 
a 


You don’t have an answer, do 
you? It’s the same thing I’m trying 
to do in terms of my own journal- 
istic interviews. I’m trying to catch 
people in honest situations with 
honest answers. I have to be al- 
lowed to go into the locker rooms 
to get that accomplished. I just 
have to. Say, do you really like this 
nail color? 


: Let’s get back to talking about 


Paul E. 
moment. 


Dangerously for a 


: That little twerp. Do you know 


what he did to me the other day? 


: I can’t imagine. 
: He snuck into my dressing room, 


took my nail polish bottle, emptied 
it out, and put in disappearing red 
ink. Now I don’t think that’s very 


experience may soon come in handy. 


nice at all, do you? 

Q: I guess it’s pretty juvenile. 

A: It sure is. Messed up my whole 
day. He does all kinds of things 
like that, and that’s why I want to 
get him in the ring at the Great 
American Bash. 

Q: Something most fans may not real- 
ize is that you’ve wrestled in the 
past. 

A: Sure have. I wrestled a couple of 
times during my valet days a few 
years back, and I was pretty good, 
too! I won almost every match I 
was in, The last time I saw Paul E. 
in the ring he had his pants pulled 
down around his ankles by Jim 
Cornette! Boy, it would be my 


: Awww, 


: That's 


Back in 1987, Missy wrestled a few matches in the UWF against Dark Journey. That 


pleasure of all time to humiliate 
that little worm. He’s not my equal 
in the announcing booth, and he 
sure isn’t my equal when it comes 
to the ring. 


: We're running out of time, Missy, 


but before we go I’d like to ask 
you about a rumor out of Holly- 
wood that... 

you’re gonna ask me 
about Jason, aren’t you? 

right. You and Jason 
Hervey of The Wonder Years seem 
to have become something of an 
item, and I’m wondering .. . 


A: Jason’s a really good friend, a real 


gentleman, and we have a lot of 
fun together. Did you know that 


Yes, the rumors are true: Missy and Jason Hervey of The Wonder Years are friends. Jason 
recently started a segment on WCW broadcasts: “The Bull Drop Inn” with Dusty Rhodes. 


When I get my hands on 
[Paul E] I’m gonna... 
I’m gonna... 
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Jason’s godfather is Terry Funk? 
It’s true! Jason has wrestling in his 
blood almost as much as I do. 

And he’s just so cute, don’t you 

think? 

Wellsalieaters 

: 1 mean, he’s just—EEEEEK! 

: What’s wrong? 

+ My nails! 

: I don’t see anything wrong with 
your... 

: That’s exactly what I’m talking 
about. There’s nothing there! No 
color! No nothing! That dweeb 
Dangerously has done it again! 
Oooohhh! When I get my hands 
on him I’m gonna .. . I’m gonna 
. +. 000h, I don’t know what I’m 
gonna do, but he’ll be sorry, I 
promise you that. 

: Uh, Missy, thanks for spending 
this time with me and... 

: Where am I gonna find polish at 
this hour? And it’s only two hours 
to air time! Oooh, that Paul E.—I 
hate him! Oo 
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By facing the winner of a battle royal (right), Intercontinen- 
tal champion Curt Hennig (above) is virtually assured of an 
easy victory. 


The WWF's prize for its battle royal winners lately 
is a match against Intercontinental champion Curt 
Hennig. Each night is a potential title shot for every 
wrestler in the WWF, right? Think again. “Mr. 
Perfect” is the sole beneficiary of this very 
imperfect plan! 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


'HE CARD HAD started at least 30 

minutes ago, but Curt Hennig 
was in no hurry. His limousine 
pulled up in front of the Joe Louis 
Arena in Detroit and Hennig waited 
for the chauffeur to open his door. 
When he did, Hennig stepped out, 
let out a big yawn, and proceeded 
slowly to the arena. 


He was the picture of elegance, 
wearing an olive-green Hugo Boss 
suit and imported black leather 
shoes from Italy. Solid gold chains 
adorned his neck. His hair was 
combed back slickly. Walking to the 
locker room, Hennig took the time 
to sign a few autographs and lis- 
tened for a moment to the crowd 
cheering the match in progress. 

The match, that is, that would de- 


cide his future. 

For as Hennig took his time and 
relaxed, 17 wrestlers were in the ring 
fighting it out in a battle royal to 
decide who would wrestle “Mr. Per- 
fect” later on the card for the Inter- 
continental championship. 

If Hennig had peeked inside the 
arena, he would have seen an all-out 
battle in which every wrestler was 
expending exhausting effort to avoid 
elimination. And, most likely, Hennig 
would have laughed his cocky little 
head off. 

The WF has unwittingly—or, for- 
bid, wittingly— come up with the 
perfect plan to make “Mr. Perfect’s’” 
Intercontinental title reign long, pros- 
perous, and very relaxing. On the 
surface, the plan looks intriguing. 
But scratch slightly below the sur- 
face, and the truth comes out: 
Hennig has it easy. 

In early May, the WWF an- 
nounced a series of battle royals. 
The winner of each would earn a 
match against “Mr. Perfect” later on 
that card. The battle royal, consisting 
of some of the top wrestlers in the 
federation, would be the first match 
on the card, The title match would 
be the last match on the card. 

It seemed like the ultimate reward 
for the battle royal winner, especially 
if a non-contender like Koko B. 
Ware, Paul Roma, or Luke Williams 
won. But one merely had to be at 
Joe Louis Arena on May 11 to see 
the flaw in this reasoning. 

Kerry Von Erich, the former I-C 
champ, eliminated The Warlord to 
win the battle royal. Von Erich was 
clearly exhausted, emotionally and 
physically, as he headed back to the 
dressing room. He looked like a 
man dearly in need of lots of water, 
a massage, a good dinner, and a qui- 
et night of sleep. 

Instead, he had to prepare for his 
match against Hennig. He returned 
to the dressing room and combined 
his postmatch ritual with prematch 
preparation. Two hours later, when it 
was time for the match against 
Hennig, Von Erich was still exhaust- 
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The grueling action of a battle royal can 
exhaust anyone (above and right). 


ed. He dragged himself out of the 
dressing room and to the ring. 

Hennig, of course, couldn't have 
been more ready for the match. 

Von Erich put forth a tremendous 
effort but really didn’t have much of 
a chance. Hennig, despite his antics, 
is a fine wrestler. Von Erich gained 
several two-counts on Hennig, but 
didn’t have the strength to get the 
pin. Hennig easily kicked out every 
time. 

Hennig finally won by countout. 
The match spilled outside the ring 
and, after a brawl that took the last 
ounce of energy out of Von Erich, 
Hennig returned to the ring, beat- 
ing the referee's count. Von Erich 
didn’t have the strength to make it 
back. 

The obvious result of this evening 
was that Von Erich’s prize was no 
prize at all. A wrestler must be per- 
fectly prepared and rested in order 
to make the best of a title match. 
But there was a mismatch here: Von 
Erich clearly wasn’t ready and 
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After surviving a ring filled with opponents (above left), Kerry Von Erich finds himself too 
spent to wage an offense against Hennig (left and above right). 


Hennig certainly was. 

Unfortunately, this series of events 
has been repeated in several arenas 
across the country. Von Erich consis- 
tently proves himself superior in the 
battle royals (though he is not the 
only wrestler to have secured title 
shots in this fashion), but under- 
standably doesn’t have enough left 
to beat Hennig. Hennig, on the oth- 
er hand, goes another night with his 
belt intact; he is living the life of a 
leisurely champion. 

Of course, there is no reason to 
believe that Hennig and the WWF 
have conspired on this plan. In fact, 
there is no reason to believe that the 
WWF wants Hennig as champion; it 
simply came up with what it thought 
was an interesting match idea. 

The WWF's perfect scheme is ac- 
tually a perfect scheme for Hennig. 
How long can this go on? How long 
will the fans accept this situation? 

The only way to end this scam is 


to make it clear to the WWF that 
this is an unacceptable situation. 
Write letters! Send petitions! If you 
don’t want Hennig to be a protected 
champion, voice your opinion! 

The frightening alternative would 
be if title match battle royals were to 
become standard operating proce- 
dure for the WWF. But WWF insid- 
ers told Inside Wrestling that Von 
Erich has already objected to this sit- 
uation. Of course, many of the wres- 
tlers in the battle royal who would 
never otherwise get a shot at Hennig 
are perfectly satisfied with the situa- 
tion. That's another problem: There 
is by no means a roar of disapproval 
coming from within the WWF ranks. 

Hennig, of course, is perfectly sat- 
isfied. The WWF's scheme is better 
than anything he could have ever 
devised on his own. 

It is his perfect course to a per- 
fectly endless Intercontinental title 
reign. a 
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The telephone wires 
sizzle every month 
as two fop wrestlers 
voice their rage and 
hostility toward 
each other. This is 
the unedited 
transcript of their 
conversation, your 
chance fo see the 
raw emotion that 
results when fwo 
antagonists face off 
. +. One on One 


O HISTORY OF tag team wres- 

tling in the ’80s would be com- 
plete without mention of The Rock ’n’ 
Roll Express. Between 1985 and 1987, 
Rick Morton and Robert Gibson en- 
Jjoyed four WCW World tag team title 
reigns, an outstanding record that 
stands up with the finest tag team 
achievements ever. 

And their success in the ring was 
buttressed by their wild popularity out- 
side it; Morton and Gibson were the 
sport’s ultimate teenybopper idols. In 
the eyes of their adoring fans, they 
could do absolutely nothing wrong. 

After a brief spell as rulebreakers, 
Morton and Gibson started off the 
90s as popular as they’d ever been 
and, more importantly, determined to 
add a fifth World tag title to their 
collection. 

Then tragedy struck. Last September 
22, during a bout in Jacksonville, Flor- 
ida, Gibson severely injured his right 
knee. The ensuing surgery and therapy 
has kept him out of action ever since, 
leaving Morton without his longtime 
partner. 

Morton appeared to have found a 
replacement, at least temporarily, in 
Dustin Rhodes. But then a shocking 
turn of events left fans wondering 
about a man they had trusted for 
years. 

On April 30 in Gainesville, Georgia, 
Morton had just won his match when 
Barry Windham gestured for Morton 
to follow him back to the dressing 
room. Morton went. One night later, 
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“Are we together, or do you just wanna 
throw it all away to be a member of The 
York Foundation?” 

—Robert Gibson 


Morton was in Rhodes’ and Bobby 
Eaton’s corner as they wrestled Arn 
Anderson and Terrence Taylor. During 
the bout, Morton began speaking with 
Alexandra York; he left ringside as 
Rhodes and Eaton were losing the 
match, 

Less than a month later, on May 27 
at the Omni in Atlanta, Morton joined 
Mr. Hughes in a brutal beating of 
Rhodes after Dustin’s disqualification 
victory over Taylor. 

Now it appears as though Morton is 
a full-fledged rulebreaker, and Gibson, 
who is poised to make his return, is 
scratching his head in disbelief. Which 
makes it the perfect time to get these 
two men together .. . “One on One.” 


ROBERT GIBSON: 
Ricky, man, what’s goin’ on? I 
go down for a few months and 
you start hangin’ out with people 
like Terrence Taylor. I can’t un- 
derstand it. I mean, we’ve had 
this thing going for almost 10 
years! Are we together, or do 
you just wanna throw it all away 
to be a member of The York 
Foundation? I need to know, 
man, this whole thing has me 
spooked. 

RICK MORTON: 
I don’t have to explain anything 
to you. While you’ve been wrap- 
ping that knee of yours in Ace 
bandages, I’ve been working my 


“T’ve wasted almost a year of my life 
waiting for you to come back, but it’s all 
over now.”’ 
—Rick Morton 


RG: 


tail off in WCW trying to make 
a name for myself. Can I help it 
if Ms. York has offered me more 
money than I’ve ever seen be- 
fore? Should I turn my back on 
her just because she manages 
Taylor? In case you haven’t seen 
a calendar since you’ve been laid 
up, let me tell you something: 
It’s 1991, Times have changed, 
and so have I. 

No, I don’t buy that ‘‘times-have- 
changed’? business, They haven’t. 
Look at all we’ve been through 
together. We fought the Koloffs. 
We fought The Midnight Ex- 
press. We fought everybody they 
threw in front of us. What ’m 


sayin’ is that the loyalty we’ve 
shown each other has to mean 
something more than what York 
can offer you. I’m beggin’ you, 
Ricky, think this thing out. 


: I have thought about it, and my 


mind’s made up. Yeah, we were 
a great team, Robbie. We made a 
lot of fans real happy. But from 
now on, the only guy I want to 
make happy is myself. You’re no 
help to me anymore, since you’re 
obviously unable to wrestle. I 
tried teaming with Dustin 
Rhodes, but he’s as dumb as his 
father. I won the six-man title 
with Tommy Rich and Junkyard 
Dog, but I felt like Moe in The 


RG: 


RM: 


RG; 


Three Stooges—I had to tell em 
what to do all the time. When 
York approached me with her of- 
fer, it was like a breath of fresh 
air. She’s a woman with class and 
beauty. And most of all, she’s 
intelligent—not like the rubes I’ve 
been hanging out with lately. 
Intelligence comes in a lot of dif- 
ferent forms, Rick. In his own 
way, Dusty Rhodes is the most 
intelligent man I know. If you 
think York is smart, that’s your 
problem. But I’m most concerned 
with what you think of you. This 
isn’t like you. You never needed 
any kind of a manager. Me and 
you together had our own game 
plan and we did pretty darn 
good; four tag titles speak for 
themselves. Okay, maybe in the 
short run she’ll give you a few 
good pointers, but look at the fu- 
ture. Look at how quick she un- 
loaded Michael Wall Street when 
he didn’t please her. If you slip in 
her eyes, she’ll do the same to 
you. Count on it. 

I don’t have to worry about that, 
because I don’t intend to slip. My 
first goal is to prove that Dustin 
is an overrated clod who never 
would’ve made it if he wasn’t 
clinging to his daddy’s coattails. 
But after that, I’m looking for a 
title—a singles title. Ms. York’s 
giving me the tools, and I just 
have to put them to good use. So 
please, spare me the sermons. I’ve 
wasted almost a year of my life 
waiting for you to come back, 
but it’s all over now. You go 
your way, I’ll go mine. Fair 
enough? 

I have a hard time swallowing all 
this, but like they say, you made 
your bed and you have to lie in 
it. Every single time you go out 
to that ring, you’re gonna see 
those fans who supported you— 
us—for all those years. Sure, you 
don’t care about fans anymore, 
right? That’s what you say now. 
But that old Ricky Morton is 
gonna return. And when he does, 
Tl be there waiting for him. I 
hope we never lock up in the 
ring, cause that’ll be the saddest 
day of my life—and yours. O 
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8 CLASSIC WRESTLING VIDEOS 
A MUST FOR COLLECTORS 
BUY ALL 8 AND RECEIVE A FREE BUMPER STICKER. 


WRESTLING GOLD 


THESE WRESTLING HALL OF FAME VIDEO CASSETTES 
CONTAIN COMPLETE MATCHES AND ACTION 
HIGHLIGHTS. RUNNING TIME 43-57 MIN. EACH!! 


WRESTLING GOLD I WRESTLING GOLD II 


VvoL.iO 
Rock'n’ Roll Express vs. Randy Savage 
& Lanny Potto. 


VvoLio 
Randy "Macho Man” Savage vs 
"Ravishing” Rick Rude 
Hulk Hogan vs. Jerry Lawler The Sheik vs. Andre the Giant 
inny Fernandez Pampero vs. Jeff Doney 
win Bruiser Brody&e Scott Casey vs. Kelly 
David & Kerry Von Erich vs. Gene Yates Kiniski & The Spoiler 
& Baron Krupp Chief Jay Strongbow vs. 
The Fabulous Blonds vs. PYT Express Bulldog Don Kent (Cage Match) 
‘The Road Warriors vs. Austin Idol & King Kong Bundy & "Ravishing” Rick Rude 
Jerry Lawler vs, Jerry Lawler & Randy “Macho Man" Savage 


VOL.20 

Randy Savage vs. Jerry Lawler (Cage) 

‘The Samoans vs. Ted DiBiase & Bob Roop. 

B. Sammartino & Dick the Bruiser vs, 
Ernie Ladd & Baron Von Raschke 

‘Tully Blanchard vs. Manny Fernandez 

Rick Rude vs, Jerry Lawler 

‘The Crusher, Dick the Bruiser & Little 

Bruiser vs, Blackjack Mulligan, 

Bobby Heenan & Blackjack Lanza 


VOL20 

The Wrestling Bear 

Terry "The Hulk" Boulder (Hulk Hogan) vs. 
Andre the Giant 

‘Arm Wrestling: Tommy Rich vs. Rick Rude 

Jerry Lawler vs. Nick Bockwinkel 

Randy Savage vs. Austin Idol 

Bobby Heenan vs. Cowboy Bob Ellis 


VOL.30 

Tommy Rich & Eddie Gilbert vs. 
Phil Hickerson & The Spoiler 

Rock *n’ Roll Express vs 

Randy Savage & Lanny Poffo 

Dick Slater vs, Dory Funk J. 

‘The Sheik vs. Tiger Jeet Singh (Cage) 
‘The Fabulous Blonds vs. 

Al Perez & Manny Fernandez 

Terry Funk vs. Harley Race 

Pepper Gomez vs. The Bounty Hunter 


VOL.40) 

‘Austin Idol vs, im Neidhart 

Junkyard Dog vs. Butch Reed 

Rick Rude, Jim Neidhart, Ox Baker & 
The Japanese Assassin vs. Robert Reed, 
Tiget Mask, Keith Eric Mad Dog 

King Kong Bundy vs. Jerry Lawler 

Terry Funk vs, Mark Lewin 

‘Tommy Rich vs. Massai Ito 

Jerry Lawler vs, Kamala 

Ray Stevens, Blackjack Mulligan & Baron 
‘Von Raschke vs. The Crusher, Dick the Bruiser 

& Sailor Ait Thomas 


VOL.30 

Nick Bockwinkel vs. Terry Allen 
Ivan Putski vs. Eddie Mansfield 
Tito Santana vs. Kelly Kiniski 


49.95 rach 
‘The Sheik vs. Tom Jones 
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Chief Wahoo McDaniel vs, Tully Blanchard 
Eddie Gilbert vs. Jerry Lawler 


VoL.40 
The Sheik vs. Tiger Jeet Singh (Mud Match) 
Austin Idol vs. Massai Ito 
Terry “The Hulk” Boulder (Hulk Hogan) 
vs. The Outlaw 
‘Tully Blanchard & Gino Hernandez 
vs. Scott Casey& Terry Allen 
‘Terry Taylor vs. Sabu 
Chief Wahoo McDaniel &eTommy Rogers & 
Marty Jannetty vs. Ted Oates &The Grapplers 
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SEND ME ALL FOUR VOLUMES ABOVE [] FITHER 4 VOLUME SET FOR 
YES! SEND ALL8 VOLUMES FOR JUST $119.95 ONLY $59.95 I!!! 
Send to: T.V. Sports Video, Inc. UPS Postage & Handling Charges 
P.O.Box 1672 1-3 Videos add $3.00 
Greenwich, CT 06836 4-8 Videos add $6.00 
Visa & MasterCard orders: 1-800-729-0360 VHS FORMAT ONLY 
Please send me the videos I checked above. I have enclosed payment for each video 
plus postage & handling charges. I will allow up to 4 weeks for delivery. 


VISA # EXP. DATE (Month/Year) 
MASTERCARD # EXP. DATE (Month/Year) 
Name 

Street Address Apt. # 

City State Zip Code 


For overseas customers: These tapes do not come in PAL format/Only NTSC format. 
Foreign orders add $6.00 per video for air mail delivery. Exchanges on defective tapes 
only! International money orders in US funds only. 


SINCERELY YOURS 


(Continued from page 5) 


the editors of your magazine, I was 
not at all surprised by Windham’s self- 
ish comments. 

Windham was a prominent member 
of The Four Horsemen, and that 
should be enough of a tip-off about 
his self-centered ways. Has there ever 
been a Horseman who wasn’t selfish? I 
know about the “‘all for one’? mental- 
ity that the Horsemen profess, but it’s 
really a crock. Anyone who joins that 
vicious rulebreaking clan does it for 
one reason: personal gain. 

Flair and Windham’s selfishness is 
what made the interview so intriguing. 
When all was said and done, these 
men showed their true colors—and it 
wasn’t very pretty! 

EVA CANSUN 
Gnome, AK 


HOLD THE MUNCHKINS 
Gee, Toto, I don’t think we're in 
WCW anymore! What a curious group 
of people exist here! There’s a Little 
Richard clone named Johnny B. Badd 
and a pseudo-rapper named P.N. 
News (Yo baby, yo baby, yo!). Oh 
yes, The Wizard and Oz are here, too. 
People have certainly changed. Tom 
Zenk is “‘Z-Man,”’ Mike Rotundo be- 
came Michael Wall Street (and now is 
in the WWF, where this silliness be- 
longs, as Irwin R. Shyster), and Tracy 
(Continued on page 54) 


WCW newcomers Oz and The Wizard have 
not been well-received by many readers, in- 
cluding Richard Evans. 


THIS MONTH IN... 


THE STEINERS take on STING & LEX 
LUGER: Find out how their friendships 
survived the most brutal match of the year 


aA 
Learn why THE LEGION OF DOOM isa 
WWF disappointment 


PLUS... 

Why would fans cheer THE 
UNDERTAKER? . . . EDDIE GILBERT'S 
sadistic vow: “If I can’t beat CACTUS 
JACK, I'll bleed him dry!” . . . The pride 
ofa champion: Finally—BOBBY EATON 
makes it on his own!...“Q& A” 
interview with SID VICIOUS... 
“Spotlight” on STEVE “GATOR” 
KEIRN 


All this—and much more... 
in the September 1991 issue of 
The Wrestler 


NOW ON SALE! 


After flirting with death, is THE 
ULTIMATE WARRIOR scarred for life? 


RIC FLAIR downs TATSUMI 
FUSINAMI—but the “Nature Boy” might 
never recover from this SUPER BRAWL! 


PLUS... 

SPECIAL EDITORIAL: 10 rules that must 
be changed. . . Our plea to ANDRE 
THE GIANT: Walk away—while you still 
can!... JERRY LAWLER vs. THE 
HONKY TONK MAN: The violent 
vengeance of crazed cousins! . . . 
“Interview 91” with JIM CORNETTE... 
RICK STEINER and SCOTT STEINER 
go “Head To Head” 


All this—and much more... 
in the Fall 1991 issue of 
Wrestling 91 


NOW ON SALE! 


Smothers and Steve Armstrong went 
from being The Southern Boys to The 
Young Pistols overnight. 

Sadly, the days when WCW was a 
viable alternative to the carnival atmo- 
sphere of the WWF are lost some- 
where over the rainbow. What’s next, 
hordes of winged monkeys? 

RICHARD EVANS 
Gulfport, MS 


EATON IT UP 
Boy, was I happy to see Bobby Ea- 
ton beat Arn Anderson and win the 
WCW TV title at Super Brawl ’91! 
Anderson had been coddling that belt 
for so long, it was way past ridiculous. 
Now that Eaton has the belt, it’s final- 
ly around the waist of a worthy 

wrestler. 

FAITH ELLERTON 
Hackensack, NJ 
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SINCERELY YOURS 
(Continued from page 52) 


What a beautiful occurrence it was 
when “Beautiful” Bobby Eaton took 
away Arm Anderson’s TV title. Ander- 
son is a joke who can hardly wrestle 
anymore. He still thinks he’s hot stuff 
because of his connection with The 
Four Horsemen! As far as I’m con- 
cerned, Anderson is a nobody. I don’t 
know how he managed to get that TV 
title in the first place! 

ALAN BRESMER 
Chicago 


EAGLE FAN 

“War Eagle’”’ Chris Chavis is a great 
wrestler and a great guy. He always 
gives his best in the ring and he always 
has time for his fans when the match 
is over. 

I even asked Chris for a hug once, 
and he gave me a big hug. He’s tops 
in my book! Keep your eye on the 
“War Eagle.” He’s good enough for 
any federation, and he’s definitely 
championship material! 

BETTY THOMAS 
Charlotte, NC 


LEFT OUT LUGER 

There comes a time when a man has 
to look out for himself. One of these 
days, the powers-that-be in WCW are 


going to force Lex Luger to tum 
against his friends. Sting had his shot 
at the World title, so why is Lex being 
ignored? 

Stan Hansen, Dan Spivey, Sid Vi- 
cious—Lex took care of them all. He 
is the U.S. champion and the number- 
one contender for the World title, so 
why must he take a back seat to Sting 
and El Gigante? 

I hope that Lex can be patient, even 
though it must be difficult. He will be 
champion sooner or later, depending 
on when he gets the chance he 
deserves. 

LEROY LEROND 
Tampa, FL 


NASTY ENOUGH! 

So The Nasty Boys have invaded the 
WWE, have they? The Steiners obvi- 
ously ran these guys right out of 
WCW, proving to be the tougher of 
the two teams. 

Don’t get me wrong, I think the 
Nastys are pretty tough, too. I always 
wondered how they would fare against 
the dangerous Legion of Doom. Well, 
the Nastys are WWF tag team champi- 
ons, so that answers my question! 

BRUCE D, GRAY 
Orlando, FLO 


U.S. champion Lex Luger hoists WCW World champion Ric Flair in the air for a high slam. 
Leroy Lerond wants to know why WCW is passing over Luger for World title shots. 


October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter, 
December 1982/Stories include: Muli 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard, 
February 1989/Stois include; Bhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 

‘March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 

April 1989/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich: 

May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton, 

July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood, 

August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler, 
September 1983/Stories include; Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
i, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon, 

December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors, 
March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin, 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham, 

May 1984/Stories include: iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 

dune 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase, 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling Il 

‘August 1984/Siories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, iron Sheik 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
vanuary 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
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February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 

‘Adams, Valiant, Flair. 

March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 

Billy Jack; Koloffs, Von Erichs. 

‘April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al 

ano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 

Garvin, Albano, Koioffs, 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 

Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 

July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 

Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

‘August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 

mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid 
tember 1985/Stories include: Piper, 

Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 

‘October 1985/Stories include: Russian 

menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr, 


November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 


boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch: 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 
February 1986/Stories include: R'n’R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 
March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude. 
i! 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
Rhodes, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 
May 1986/Stories include: Randy Sav- 
‘age, Stan Hansen, Rock ’n’ Rolls. 
June 1986/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Windham-Flair, Lance Von, Blanchard. 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
‘August 1986/Stories include: Wrestle- 
Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 
September 1986/Stories include: 
Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham. 
‘October 1986/Stories include: Flair-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors. 
November 1986/Stories include: War- 
tiors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams: 
December 1986/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll 
January 1987/Stories include: Rude- 
Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor, 
February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Piper-Orndorif, Taylor, Flair. 
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March 1987/Stories include: Flair, 
Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Kolotfs. 

April 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan, 

May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre. 

June 1987/Stories include: Piper-Ado- 
nis, Horsemen, Adams, Hall, Brody. 
July 1987/Stories include: Danny Davis, 
DiBiase, Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons. 
‘August 1987/Stories include: Dusty & 
Nikita, Hogan, Mike Von, Cornette. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
{gan-Race, R&R Exp., Rich, Honky Tonk. 
October 1987/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Taylor-Adams, Lawler. 
November 1987/Stories include: War 
Games, Mr. T, Bulldogs, Rhodes, 
December 1987/Stories include: Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez, 
January 1988/Stories include: R&R- 
Horsemen, Hogan, Flair-Garvin. 
February 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Kevin Von, Sting, Tully & Am: 

March 1988/Stories include: Bigelow, 
‘Adams, Koloff, Honky Tonk, Fréebirds. 

I 1988/Stories include: Luger-Flair, 
Ultimate Warrior, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase: 
May 1988/Stories include: Zbyszko, Di- 
Biase, Warriors, Rockers, Fritz Von. 
June 1988/Stories include: Warriors, 
Savage, R&R Express, Baby Doll 
July 1988/Stories include: Hogan-Sav- 
age-DiBiase, Kerry & Hayes, Sting, 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Missy Hyatt, Sting, Hayes, Honky Tonk. 
October 1988/Stories include: 
Megapowers vs. Megabucks, Horse- 
men, Lawler 
November 1988/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Kerry, Luger, Muraco, Freebirds. 
December 1988/Stories include: Pow- 
ers of Pain, Ultimate, Flair, Piper. 
January 1989/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Sting, Am, Kerry-Lawer. 
February 1989/Stories include: Hogan- 
Bossman, Tully & Am, Warriors-Wind- 
ham-Sting, 

March 1989/Stories inolude: Hennig, 
Midnights-Midnights, Fuller & Golden, 
Utiimate. 
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BACK ISSUES 0 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your 
collection of INSIDE WRESTLING, ‘‘The 
magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.”’ Get all the information you 
need to keep up on the pro wrestling 
scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 
sellouts—order today! 


May {989/Stories include: Hogan, Stein- 
er, Morton, Bad Co., Taylor. 
June 1989/Stories include: Hogan-Sav- 
age, Luger, Steamboat Flair. 

uly 1989/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham, Kerry, Demolition, Sting, 
August 1989/Stories include: Hulkama- 
nia, Steamboat, Rude, Comeite 
‘September 1989/Stories include: Sav- 
age-Hogan, Luger, Mascaras, Rhodes. 
October 1989/Stories include: Hall & 
Pillman & Vicious, Hennig, Swats vs. 
Warriors, Rhodes. 

November 1989/Stories include: Eliza- 
beth, Sting, Luger, Paul E,, Mascaras, 
December 1989/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Flair, HoganZeus, Embry. 
January 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Sting-Flair, Roberts-DiBiase, 

February 1990/Stories include: War- 
fiors-Skyscrapers, Zenk, Rude-Piper. 
‘April 1990/Stories include: Starrcade 
89, Ultimate, Rhodes, Sawyer. 

May 1990/Stories include: Hogan-UI 
mate, Luger, Woman, Lawler, LPWA. 
June 1990/Stories include: Sting, Saito- 
Zbyszko, Earthquake, Ultimate, Jarrett. 
July 1990/Stories include: Steiners, 
Sting, Warrior & Hogan, Earthquake. 
August 1990/Stories include: Luger- 
Flair, Hogan, Warrior, Taylor. 
‘September 1990/Stories include: Ho- 
‘gan, Duggan, JD, Adams, Horsemen. 
October 1990/Stories include: Sting, Le- 
gion of Doom, Bushwhackers, Gigante. 
November 1990/Stories include: Flair, 
Hogan, Vicious, Slaughter, Orients. 
December 1990/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Sting, Kerry, Cornette, Zbyszko, 
January 1991/Stories include: LOD, Ad- 
ams, Steiners, Lawler-Funk. 

February 1991/Stories include: Taylor, 
Hogan, Mariel, Sting, all-annoying team 
March 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Earthquake, Roberts-Martel, Sting. 
April 1991/Stories include: Flair-Sting, 
Steiners, Piper, Zbyszko, Slaughter. 
May 1991/Stories include: Savage-War- 
rior, Steiners, Sting, Viral 

June 1991/Stories inolude: Steiners, 
LOD, Koloff, LC belt, Dundes. 
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In the March 1990 edition, Sports Re- 
view Wrestling featured a bonus FULL- 
COLOR “Year In Pictures” section! All 
the feuds, title changes, controversies, 
and drama of 1989 are captured in 
dozens of magnificent peak-action 
photos as only the staff of Sports Re- 
view Wrestling can capture them! 
Copies of this collectors’ issue are 
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DRESSING ROOM DOOR 
(Continued from page 12) 
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Hulk Hogan dominates his opponents in the ring, but physically he’s 


no bigger than federation head honcho Vince McMahon. 


give it their full support. 
FINAL OPINION: Why not the 
Bronx? 


ers 


NEWS ITEM: Fantasia, a 
masked wrestler, is the new third 
member of The Freebirds. 

GUT REACTION: Is Fantasia 
the first technicolor wrestler? 

INFORMED REACTION: The 
Freebirds’ crime wave continues. 
Somehow, these guys manage to 
bring in one misfit after another. 
Michael Hayes, Jim Garvin, “‘Dia- 
mond” Dallas Page, Big Daddy 
Dink, and now Fantasia. 

The scariest part is that Fanta- 
sia seems to know how to wres- 
tle. During Super Brawl ’91, Fan- 
tasia ran to the ring, attacked 
Tracey Smothers and Steve Arm- 
strong, and delivered a series of 
spectacular DDTs. Apparently, 
this guy has been practicing. 

Page, the manager of The 
Freebirds, won't reveal the identity 
of Fantasia. “That’s for me to 
know and for WCW to find out, 
chump,” Page replied in his typi- 
cally intelligent fashion. 

FINAL OPINION: The Four 
Horsemen had nothing on The 
Freebirds. 


ee 


NEWS ITEM: Vince McMahon 
Jr. is physically as big as Hulk 
Hogan. 

GUT REACTION: McMahon 
dresses worse than Hogan. 

INFORMED REACTION: This is 
the man Fred Blassie used to call 
a  “pencil-necked geek.” Of 
course, Blassie used to call every- 
one a “‘pencil-necked geek.” The 
fact, quite obviously, is that the 
description no longer applies to 
McMahon. 

According to one account, Mc- 
Mahon looked at himself in the 
mirror five years ago and didn’t 
like what he saw. He saw a man 
who preached physical fitness 
and had a federation filled with 
muscular wrestlers, but was, him- 
self, a pencilnecked geek. 

So McMahon started following 
his wrestlers to the gym. That 
didn’t quite work out. Wrestlers 
and promoters never mix. McMa- 
hon, however, is a very rich man, 
so he built a fully equipped gym 
in the basement of his home. 

The metamorphosis has been 
incredible. McMahon’s arms are 
huge. His thighs bulge out of his 
sweat pants. He has a healthy 
glow and a gigantic chest. 

But the final test of McMahon's 


physique came on a recent broad- 
cast of Prime-Time Wrestling 
when McMahon came out in his 
stylish workout outfit and Hogan 
shortly followed. They stood next 
to each other. A nation of TV 
watchers held its collective breath. 
And McMahon was just as big as 
the WWF World champion. 

Which means Hogan is no 
longer superhuman. Now he’s just 
like Vince. 

FINAL OPINION: McMahon’s 
mind is still that of a pencil- 
necked geek. 

NEWS ITEM: Ted DiBiase and 
Roddy Piper took their war to An- 
chorage, Alaska. 

GUT REACTION: It’s cold in 
Alaska. 

INFORMED REACTION: It’s 
cold in Alaska. 

FINAL OPINION: It’s cold in 
Alaska. Why force those poor Es- 
kimos to suffer through a horrible 
feud? 

NEWS ITEM: Irwin R. Shyster 
pinned Jimmy Snuka on May 19 
in Pittsburgh. 

GUT REACTION: Somebody 
called in an erroneous result. 

INFORMED REACTION; It real- 
ly happened. How the mighty 
have fallen! 

Snuka is obviously at the end 
of his career. He’s out of shape. 
He’s lost his competitive fire. And 
he lost to a man who wrestles in 
a shirt, tie, and suspenders! 

There have been many great 
moments in Snuka’s career. They 
will never be forgotten. Perhaps 
we can one day forget that Snuka 
lost to a Shyster. 

FINAL OPINION: Remember 
Snuka’s dive from the top of the 
Madison Square Garden steel 
cage during that 1982 match 
against Bob Backlund? We often 
forget that he missed (Backlund 
rolled out of the way and won the 
match). But when Snuka loses to 
the likes of Shyster, we suddenly 
remember. Oo 
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and foreboding countenance, he 
combines the impulses of a mass 
murderer with the precise move- 
ments of a surgeon. He is quick 
to anger, but rarely loses his cool; 
his arsenal is so deep that there 
is yet a single wrestler who has 
been able to match his power and 
determination. 

Vicious’ only flaw, and it is one 
of youth (easily corrected), is his 
attention span. He loses interest. 
The talent is so abundant that he 
can cruise through most of his 
matches while his mind attacks 
other problems. Because of this, 
he is not yet champion of the 


world, though | consider him to be 
the world’s most dangerous 
competitor. 

| am not alone in this opinion. 
Vicious’ talents have long been 
coveted by the WWF and Deep 
Pockets McMahon, who finally 
captured the big prize. Vicious’ 
last match in WCW was against 
El Gigante at Super Brawl. | was 
positive Vicious would use his Su- 
per Brawl showdown against the 
gangly birth defect (on whom so 
many of WCW’s hopes are pinned) 
Sid Vicious’ only flaw is a lack of concentra- 
tion, writes Eddie Eliner, who calls Vicious 
“the world’s most dangerous competitor.” 


to emphasize the foolishness Ted 
Turner and Company demonstrat- 
ed by not keeping this man happy 
with World title shots. By crushing 
Gigante into so much pampas 
mulch, Vicious would send a very 
clear message to all promoters: 
“Don’t dis me again!” 

It is the same message ham- 
mered home repeatedly by Stan 
Hansen and, before his untimely 
death, Bruiser Brody—the two 
men whose legacy | hope Vicious 
will prove worthy to inherit. 

Instead, Vicious was pinned in 
just over two minutes while in the 
clutches of Gigante’s much- 
ballyhooed clawhold. There are 
two possible explanations for Vi- 
cious’ showing: 1) El Gigante is 
that good, or, 2) Vicious tanked it. 
I'll accept a compromise that: 1) 
Gigante isn’t that bad, and, 2) Vi- 
cious was indifferent. 

But in either case, my judgment 
stands flawed. So anxious was | 
to promote the name Sid Vicious 
into a pantheon of wrestling gods 
that | didn’t use the same caution 
| had in the past with other “can’t 
miss” hopefuls. Names like Lex 
Luger, Dan Spivey, and Scott Hall 
were supposed to rewrite wres- 
tling record books. Time proved 
them something considerably less 
than immortal. My jury is still out 
on Hawk and Animal: It remains 
to be seen whether The Legion of 
Doom can regain their killer 
form of six years ago. 

| confronted Vicious in the lock- 
er room after the match and 
asked him point-blank why he 
even bothered to show up. No re- 
sponse. | called him Kid Vicious, 
hoping to rile him into conversa- 
tion. Quiet. | asked: If he didn’t 
feel an obligation to the fans who 
pay his salary to offer his best 
effort, doesn’t he at least owe it to 
himself? Nothing. 

As Sid Vicious used to sing, 
“there’s no point in asking, you'll 
get no reply.” Let’s hope in the 
future that Sid’s actions speak 
louder than his silence. 
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about pro wrestlers is that they 
can be nice guys, but their profes- 
sion forces them to have atti- 
tudes. | believe that arrogance is 
a necessary tool of the trade. We 
have to be mentally tough all the 
time. 

“Unfortunately, it sometimes fil- 
ters into your personal life. You 
begin to treat people as you do 
opponents. You expect the same 
force you show in the ring you 
can use on a movie line or at the 
supermarket. 

“That's what | did to you. You 
know | respect your work and the 
efforts you put into it. It’s hard 
being a woman in this business. 
And | didn’t make it any easier for 
you. Don’t get me wrong: | am 
still one arrogant, demanding 
sonofagun. But as you grow old- 
er, you acquire certain wisdoms.”” 

In 1985, Luger was a raw, 
brash rookie oozing with cocky 
self-confidence. He wouldn't allow 
any photos of himself without first 
taking a 10-minute ‘pump ses- 
sion” to enlarge his already-swol- 
len muscles. 

“I’m still the same,” he says 
today. ‘I’m not into glamour, but | 
want to always look my strongest. 
When someone sees my picture 
in a magazine or a newspaper, | 
want them to say, ‘Jeez, look at 
this guy!’ That’s not ego, it’s self- 
preservation. You want the word- 
of-mouth to be that Lex Luger is 
one bad dude. That’s why | don’t 
want any wimpy pictures of me 
circulating.” 

Amazing the justifications for 
vanity we come up with as we 
grow older. As a wet-behind-the- 
ears college grad, | remember un- 
ashamedly showering the wres- 
tlers | was covering with 
compliments. These never 
showed up in my stories, but | 
needed to convert every asset | 
had to get my stories. If an en- 
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ON ASSIGNMENT 


(Continued from page 16) 


i pho 
A bearded Lex Luger rips off his shirt, ala Hulk Hogan, prior to a 1985 rookie-year match in 
Florida. Back then, Hunter swooned over Luger’s physique. Not anymore. 


gaging smile got me an exclusive, 
so be it. 

Now, however, | no longer need 
to smile to get the stories. My rep- 
utation is secure and wrestlers 
treat me as a journalist, not as a 
woman. Which is why | react so 
strongly when | encounter chau- 
vinism as | did at Super Brawl. 

| later found out that Eliner was 
the one who slipped my quotes 
into PWI Weekly. 

“1 knew what you meant, Liz,” 
Ellner said, ‘“‘but | wanted to teach 
you a lesson. If you want respect, 
you can’t go around saying you’re 
gonna swoon at the sight of two 


hunks wrestling. The typical wres- 
tling fan is not as sophisticted as 
you think. He may not know that 
you are just joking around. He 
may write you off as another 
Missy Hyatt clone.” 

It's hard to agree with Ellner, 
but in this case he’s right to a 
certain degree. To succeed at this 
level, women have to work twice 
as hard as men—and make no 
mistakes doing it. 

Unless, of course, they aspire 
to be like Missy Hyatt. Then all 
they need is the right research 
staff: a manicurist, a hairdresser, 
and a dentist. oO 
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STEVE RAY 


(Continued from page 28) 


sequences, Ray climbed to the top 
tumbuckle and, mustering up all 
his bravery, leaped high in the air 
and landed on Williams’ chest, 
knocking the milebreaker to the 
floor. Although the blow didn’t 
faze Williams, it did change the 
course of the match—and Wil- 
liams’ perception of his game foe. 

Williams and Ray got into a 
brawl at ringside, but Ray man- 


Ray unloads on Williams with a flying body- 
press off the top tumbuckle. Although he 
lost the bout, Ray was pleased because the 
fans who once booed him now cheered him 
‘out of respect. 


aged to take every hard blow Wil- 
liams could dish out, including 
having his back rammed into the 
ringpost. When he retumed to the 
xing, Ray shook off his pain and 
attempted a flying tackle, but was 
caught in midair by Williams. 
Ray had put up such a hard fight 
that Williams realized he needed 
something extra to do away with 
his opponent. Williams put Ray in 
position for an “Oklahoma stam- 
pede” powerslam. “Dr. Death” 
yammed Ray’s back into the turn- 
buckles before slamming him to 


the mat. Upon impact, Ray and 
Willams butted heads, breaking 
Ray’s nose and beginning a steady 
flow of blood. 

The pin was a mere formality, 
but what happened afterward was 
a real surprise. Ray slowly walked 
toward Williams and offered his 
hand. Williams shocked the crowd. 
by accepting the handshake. 

“T read you all wrong,” said Wil- 
liams to his beaten foe. “That was 
a hell of a match. You are one 
tough kid.” 


a . : 7 =, 


As Ray stepped through the 
ropes, something else remarkable 
happened; Fans from all four cor- 
ners of the arena gave the young- 
ster a standing ovation. He had lost 
the match, but he had gained the 
respect of not only Williams, but 
of every fan who viewed the 
titantic struggle. 

“Great match,” said Beach as he 
consoled his partner in the locker 
room. “I’m sorry you lost, pal.” 

“T’m not,” responded Ray. “Did 
you hear those fans? I didn’t hear 
any booing this time. Believe me, I 
never want to hear it again.” 

With more displays of courage 
like this one, Ray probably never 
will. Oo 
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TOP 15 


1—RIC FLAIR 

(2) WCW World champion 
2—HULK HOGAN 

(1) WWF World champion 


3—LEX LUGER 
(3) WCW U.S, champion 


wcw 


1—RIC FLAIR 

(1) 243, Minneapolis, MN. 
2—LEX LUGER 

(2) 268, Chicago, IL 


3—STING 
(4) 260, Venice Beach, CA 


WWF 


1—HULK HOGAN 

(1) 302, Venice Beach, CA 
2—CURT HENNIG 

(2) 235, Minneapolis, MN 


3—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
(3) 310, Parris Island, SC 


MOST POPULAR 


1—HULK HOGAN 
Last month: No, 1 Most Popular 


2—LEX LUGER 
Last month: No, 3 Most Popular 


3—STING 
Last month: No, 2 Most Popular 


MOST HATED 
1—NIKITA KOLOFF 
Last month: No. 10 Most Hated 


2—THE UNDERTAKER 
Last month: No. 1 Most Hated 


3—EARTHQUAKE 
Last month: No. 3 Most Hated 


TAG TEAMS 

1—RICK & SCOTT STEINER 

(1) WCW World tag team champions 
2—THE NASTY BOYS 

(2) WWF World tag team champions 
3—THE LEGION OF DOOM 

(3) No. 1 contenders: WHF tag title 
4—THE FREEBIRDS 

(5) WCW U.S, tag team champions 
5—THE ROCKERS 

(6) No. 2 contenders: WHF tag title 
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4—CURT HENNIG 

(5) WWF I-C champion 
5—STING 

(6) No. 2 contender: WCW title 
6—NIKITA KOLOFF 

(7) No. 1 contender: U.S. title 
7—BOBBY EATON 

(14) WCW TV champion 


4—NIKITA KOLOFF 
(5) 275, Lithuania 

5—BOBBY EATON 
(9) 233, Huntsville, AL 

6—RON SIMMONS 
(7) 260, Perry, GA 


7—DUSTIN RHODES 
(-) 254, Austin, TX 


8—DAVEY BOY SMITH 
(-) No. 1 contender: I-C title 
9—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
(8) No. 2 contender: WWF title 
10—ERIC EMBRY 
¢) USWA Southem champion 
11—JERRY LAWLER 
(9) USWA champion 


8—EL GIGANTE 
(6) 435, Argentina 
9—BRIAN PILLMAN 
(-) 226, Cincinnati, OH 
10—BARRY WINDHAM 
(13) 263, Sweetwater, TX 


11—TERRENCE TAYLOR 
(10) 225, Vero Beach, FL 


4—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 8—EARTHQUAKE 


(4) 280, Queens, NY 
5—DAVEY BOY SMITH 
(7) 245, Leeds, England 
6—THE UNDERTAKER 
(5) 320, Dallas, TX 


7—JAKE ROBERTS 
(12) 246, Stone Mountain, GA 


4—SCOTT STEINER 
Last month: No. 8 Most Popular 


5—EL GIGANTE 
Last month: No. 4 Most Popular 


(11) 462, Surrey, BC 
9—THE MOUNTIE 
() 232, Montreal, Quebec 
10—IRWIN R. SHYSTER 
(9) 245, Syracuse, NY 
11—TED DiBIASE 
(13) 247, Omaha, NB 


8—JERRY LAWLER 
Last month: No. 7 Most Popular 


9—DAVEY BOY SMITH 
Last month: unrated 


6—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 20 HOney EATON 


Last month: No. 5 Most Popular 


7—RICK STEINER 
Last month: No. 8 Most Popular 


4—RIC FLAIR 

Last month: No. 2 Most Hated 
5—SGT. SLAUGHTER 

Last month: No. 4 Most Hated 
6—ERIC EMBRY 

Last month: No. 7 Most Hated 


7—CURT HENNIG 
Last month: No. 6 Most Hated 


‘month: unrated 


11—RODDY PIPER 
Last month: No. 9 Most Popular 


8—ARN ANDERSON 
Last month: No. 8 Most Hated 


9—BARRY WINDHAM 
Last month: No. 5 Most Hated 
10—IRWIN R. SHYSTER 
Last month: No. 9 Most Hated 


11—TED DiBIASE 
Last month: No. 11 Most Hated 


12—THE ULTIMATE WARRIO 

(11) No, 3 contender: WHF title 
13—STEVE WILLIAMS 

() No, 1 contender: UWF TV tith 
14—STEVE DOLL 

(13) PNW champion 
15—TONY ATLAS 

() ICW champion 


12—STAN HANSEN 
(-) 322, Borger, TX 
13—DAN SPIVEY 
() 300, Tampa, Fl. 
14—ONE MAN GANG 
(14) 468, Chicago, IL 
15—RICK MORTON 
(-) 228, Memphis, TN 


12—BIG BOSSMAN 

(8) 310, Cobb County, GA 
13—KERRY VON ERICH 

() 260, Denton, TX 
14—RODDY PIPER 

() 231, Glasgow, Scotland 


15—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
(10) 280, Glens Falls, NY 


12—RON SIMMONS 

Last month: No, 12 Most Popula 
13—JEFF JARRETT 

Last month: No. 14 Most Popula 
14—EDDIE GILBERT 

Last month: No. 13 Most Popula 


15—SID VICIOUS 
Last month: unrated 


12—ONE MAN GANG 

Last month: No. 13 Most Hated 
13—TOM PRICHARD 

Last month: No. 14 Most Hated 
14—TERRENCE TAYLOR 

Last month: No. 12 Most Hated 


15—RICK MORTON 
Last month: unrated 


6—ROBERT FULLER & JEFF JARRETT 
() USWA tag team champions 
7—THE YOUNG PISTOLS 
(4) No. 1 contenders: U.S. tag title 
8—THE BUSHWHACKERS 
(9) No. 3 contenders: WWF tag ttle 
9—DAN SPIVEY & ANGEL OF DEATH 
() No. 1 contenders: WCW tag title 


10—THE BRUISE BROTHERS 
(8) Pacific Northwest tag team champions 


11—POWER & GLORY 

(14) No. 4 contenders: WWF tag title 
12—THE GEORGIA GUERRILAS 

(-) IWCCW tag team champions 
13—THE ORIENT EXPRESS 

(12) No. 5 contenders: WWF tag title 
14—FABIAN & CHRIS WALKER 

(-) Georgia All-Star tag team champons 
15—STEVE RAY & SUNNY BEACH 

() No. 1 in UWE 


ROLL CALL OF CHAMPIONS 


ALLJAPAN ASIAN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: DAN KROFFAT & DOUG FURNAS 
(April 20, 1991; from Dynamite Kid & Johnny Smith; Tokyo, Japan) 
ALLJAPAN INTERNATIONAL CHAMPION: JUMBO TSURUTA 
Wanuary 19, 1991; from Stan Hansen; Matsumoto, Japan) 
ALLIAPAN J, HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: MASANOBU FUCH! 
(October 20, 1989; from Joe Malenko; Nagoya, 
ALLIAPANTAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: STAN HANSEN & DAN SPIVEY 
(April 18, 1991; from Steve Williams & Terry Gordy; Tokyo, Japan) 
ALL JAPAN UNITED NATIONAL CHAMPION: JUMBO TSURUTA 
(January 19, 1991; from Stan Hansen; Matsumoto, Japan) 
ALLIAPAN WOMEN'S CHAMPION, TAKAKO INOUE. 
(April 29, 1991; from Kyoko Inoue; Tokyo, Japan) 
ALLJAPAN WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL CHAMPION: BULL NAKANO 
(April 1, 1990; from Mitsuko Nishiwaki; Tokyo, Japan) 
ALL JAPAN WOMEN’S PACIFIC CHAMPION: AKIRA HOKUTO 
(April 29, 1991; from Suzuka Minami; Tokyo, Japan) 
‘ALLJAPAN WOMEN’S TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: AJA KONG & BISON KIMURA 
(April 4, 1991; over Yumiko Hotta & Akira Hokuto for vacant title; Sendai, Japan) 
CANADIAN NATIONAL WRESTLING ASSOCIATION CHAMPION: RON RITCHIE 
(December 14, 1990; from Jeny Momow; Calgary, 
CATCH WRESTLING ASSOCIATION CHAMPION BIG VAX VADER 
(December 22, 1990; tournament final over Rambo; Bremen, Germany) 
GEORGIA ALLSTAR CHAMPION: JOEL DEATON 
(April 21, 1991; from Steve Lawler; Canton, GA) 
(CW CHAMPION: TONY ATLAS 
(April 19, 1991; from Vic Steamboat; S. China, ME) 
IWA HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: MANNY FERNANDEZ 
(December 5, 1990; tournament final over Cousin Luke; Washington Township, NJ) 
IWATAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: SONNY BEACH & THE TERMINATOR 
(August 27, 1990; from The Motor City Madmen; Atlantic City, NJ) 
IWAUS. CHAMPION: PRESTON STEELE 
(October 5, 1990; tournament final over Cactus Jack; Girard, OH) 
IWA WOMEN’S CHAMPION: BAMBI 
(March 25, 1990; from Peggy Lee Leather; Palmetto, FL) 
IWCCW TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE GEORGIA 
(April 19, 1991; from the Madison Brothers; South China, ME) 
IWCCW WORLD CLASS CHAMPION: KEVIN VON ERICH 
(by official's decision) 
IWGP CHAMPION: TATSUMI FUJINAML 
(March 4, 1991; from Big Van Vader; Hiroshima, Japan) 
IWGP INTERNATIONAL TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: RICK & SCOTT STEINER 
(March 21,1991; from Hiroshi Hase & Kensuke Sasaki; Tokyo, Japan) 
IWGP JR, HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: NORIO HONAGA 
(April 29, 1991; from Jushin Riger; Tokyo, Japan) 
LPWA CHAMPION: LADY X 
Uanuary 31, 1991; from Susan Sexton; Laughlin, NV) 
LPWA TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: JUDY MARTIN & LELANI KAl 
(February 28, 1991; from Misty Blue Simmes & Heidi Lee Morgan; Laughlin, NV) 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST CHAMPION: STEVE DOLL 
(November 10, 1990; from The Grappler; Portland, OR) 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE BRUISE BROTHERS 
(May 3, 1991; touriament final over Rex King & Steve Doll; Portland, OR) 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST TV CHAMPION: TITLE VACANT 
(most recently held by Scotty the Body) 
PACIFIC WRESTLING FEDERATION CHAMPION: JUMBO TSURUTA 
(January 19, 1991; from Stan Hansen; Matsumoto, Japan) 
PACIFIC WRESTLING FEDERATION INT'L TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
STAN HANSEN & DAN SPIVEY 
(April 18, 1991; from Steve Williams & Terry Gordy; Tokyo, Japan) 


* USWA: 
* USWATAG 


* WCW TV CHAMPION: BOBBY EATON 


* ~WCWU.S. TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE | 


* WWCJR. HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: BRAD ANDERSON 


** WWCTAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: EL GRAN MENDOZA & BILLY TRAVIS 


* ~WWC WOMEN'S: 


indicate title changes 
ietig iolestes te ane He orice 
For period ended May 31, 1991 


* PRO: AMERICA CHAMPION: CHARLIE NORRIS: 
(May 11, 1991; from The Golden Idol (substituting for Terminator Riggs); Shakopee, MN) 
‘SOUTH A’ HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: VINCE TORELLI 


(February 7, 1991; tournament final over Chris Chavis; Nassau, Bahamas) 
‘SOUTH ATLANTIC TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: BOBBY & JACKIE FULTON 
(December 29, 1990; from The Pit Bulldogs; Greenville, SC) 
‘TEXAS ALL-PRO HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: TUGBOAT TAYLOR 
anuary 18, 1991; from Tiger Conway Jr; Conroe, TX) 
TEXAS FEDERATION CHAMPION: AL PEREZ 
(February 21, 1991; from Matt Bome; Dallas, TX) 
‘TEXAS WRESTLING FEDERATION LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: SHAUN SIMPSON, 
(February 10, 1991; by forfeit from Eric Embry; Dallas, TX) 
TEXAS WRESTLING FEDERATION TEXAS CHAMPION: KEVIN VON ERICH 
(February 3, 1991; toumament match over Angel of Death; Dallas, TX) 
‘TRISTATE WRESTLING ALLIANCE CHAMPION: D.C. DRAKE. 
(September 15, 1990; tourament final over Rockin’ Rebel; Philadelphia, PA) 


USWA CHAMPION: JERRY LAWLER 

(March 11, 1991; from Terry Funk; Memphis, TN) 
CHAMPION: ERIC EMBRY 

(May 20, 1991; over Bill Dundee for held-up title; Memphis, TN) 

‘TEAM CHAMPIONS: JEFF JARRETT & ROBERT FULLER 
(May 13, 1991; from The Texas Hangmen; Memphis, TN) 

USWA TEXAS CHAMPION: ERIC EMBRY 
(February 15, 1991; from Bill Dundee; Dallas, TX) 

UWA HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION: EL CANEK 
(December 9, 1990; from Big Van Vader; Mexico City, Mexico) 

UWA TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: BRAZO DE ORO & BRAZO DE PLATA 
(March 10, 1991; tourtament final over Gran Hamada & Perro Aguayo; Tokyo, Japan) 


(May 19, 1991; rom Am Anderson; St. Petersburg, FL) 
WCW U.S. CHAMPION: LEX LUGER 
(December 16, 1990; from Stan Hansen; St. Louis, MO) 


FREEBIRDS 
(May 19, 1991; tournament final over The Young Pistols; St. Petersburg, FL) 
WCW WORLD: RIC FLAIR 
Uanuary 11, 1991; from Sting; East Rutherford, NJ) 
WCW WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: RICK & SCOTT STEINER 
(March 9, 1991; from The Freebirds; Montgomery, AL) 
WWC CARIBBEAN CHAMPION: SUPER MEDIC ill 
‘April 20, 1991; from Scott Hall; Aguadilla, Puerto Rico) 
WWC CARIBBEAN TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: 
CASTILLO JR. & MIGUEL PEREZ JR. 
(March 16, 1991; from Galan Mendoza & Rick Valentine; Carolina, Puerto Rico) 


(May 11, 1991; from Ricky Santana 
wwe RICAN CHAMPION: 
(imost recently held by Manny Femandez) 


(May 22, 1991; from Invader | & El Bronco |; San Juan, Puerto Rico) 
WWC UNIVERSAL CHAMPION: CARLOS COLON 
(February 2, 1991; for held-up title over Greg Valentine; Bayamon, Puerto Rico) 
CHAMPION: CANDI DEVINE 
(May 11, 1991; from Monster Ripper; Guaynabo, Puerto Rico) 
WWF INTERCONTINENTAL CHAMPION: CURT HENNIG 
(November 19, 1990; from Kemyy Von Erich; Rochester, NY) 
WWF WORLD CHAMPION: HULK HOGAN: 
(March 24, 1991; from Sgt. Slaughter; Los Angeles, CA) 
WWF WORLD TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS: THE NASTY BOYS 
(March 24, 1991; from Bret Hart & Jim Neidhart; Los Angeles, CA) 
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This Month In Wrestling History 


“World Champion—For A Few Hours” 


| VERNE GAGNE vs. BILLY ROBINSON 
July 1974 


For years, former British titlist Billy Robinson was dubbed “the best wrestler never to become a world 
champion.” Following this incredible best-of-three-falls match against AWA champion Verne Gagne, 
: Robinson must have begun to feel snake-bit. After both of these scientific masters captured a fall, 
ep Robinson pinned Gagne to win the match and presumably the title—but the referee failed to see Gagne’s 
: foot entangled in the ropes. After the match, Gagne took his case to AWA officials, who reversed the 
decision later that night. Despite his greatness, Robinson never came so close to winning the belt again. 


Because PWI Weekly comes out every week, all the 
news is as fresh as can be, You'll be the first to know 
about the title changes, the big match signings, the 
triumphs, and the tragedies throughout the entire 
wrestling world! 


te 
os: ‘Transactions’ 
column 

which lets me know Want to try a sample issue of PWI Weekly before 
ich wrestlers are you subscribe? No problem! Just send us $1.95 and 

Moving to new we'll send you a copy of PWI Weekly hot off the 

fei derati rs press, We're certain that once you see all the news, 
‘rations, features, and information packed into our newsletter, 


Each weekly issue contains the latest 
news and gossip, a calendar of 
upcoming cards throughout North 
America, “Yay & Nay" and “Who's Hot, 
Who's Not” columns, “Wrestler of the 
Week’ and “Match of the Week” 
features, plus ratings, trivia questions, 
“Transactions,” a lively editorial, our 
exclusive “Superstat” that details and 
analyzes a wrestler's match record, 


—K.R, you'll want to become a subscriber to wrestling’s 
u fastest-growing phenomenon! (Sorry, no credit cards 


accepted for single-copy orders.) 


Milwaukee 


PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.98 per issue, and we 
offer you three big ways to save: 


“This Week In History,” “Reporters! © 17 weekly issues for just $19,99, a 40% savings 
Notebook,” and an extensive collection WoHiie caver ctce) 

of match results! You get all of this— 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings 
each and every week!—in a bold off the cover price f 
newsletter format that keeps you on top 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 60% savings 
of today’s wrestling news today! off the cover price 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY 
ALL THE NEWS—FAST AND FIRST 


Send to: Yes! I want to be in on the excitement! Please send me a 
T.V. Sports subscription to PWI Weeklyas follows: 

0 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings 

( 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings 

C82 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
Please indicate method of payment: 


closed please find a check or money order for $1.95. 
O VISA # NAME 


OU MasterCard # ADDRESS APT 


! 
I 
! 
I 
! 
UO I'd like to see a sample copy before I subscribe. En- | 
! 
I 
I 
I 
I 


Expiration Date: /. CITY STATE ZIP 
MO/YR Offer good in U.S, and Canada only. Foreign airmail orders: $2.70 for single issue; $32.74 
for 17 issues; $60.49 for 34 issues; $88.99 for 63 issues. Int money orders only. 


| 
! 
| 
| 
(Check or money order (enclosed and payable to T.V. Sports) 
| 
! 
| 
! 
I 


AVAILABLE BY SUBSCRIPTION ONLY! 


CAPTAIN LOU ALBANO TALKS OFF 
THE CUFF AND CUTS NO SLACK! 


BEHIND THAT BIG BELLY, THERE’S A GOLD MIND! Call right now and hook into 
Captain Lou Albano’s Celebrity Hotline! There’s a lot more to Captain Lou than pre-fight interviews will 
allow, When you) call, Captain Lou takes off those famous rubber bands and lets his hair down, He knows 
the wrestling federations inside and out, and he tells all. When Captain Lou talks about Hulk Hogan, Lex 

Lugar and The Ultimate Warrior, it’s NO HOLDS BARRED! Leave your own personal message if you 
like. You can even find out How to Become A Professional Wrestler! $2 per minute, 


CALL 
1-900-LOU-4YO0U 
56 8 a 6a 


